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Abstract:

The textual function is one of the three functions in Halliday's systemic theory, and it aims to explain how a
message is transferred from the author to the audience. This function is concerned with how the text is
constructed and the relationship between what is said and what follows or precedes it. The process of text
creation is crucial, and one of the most important concepts in this function is preposing—what the text begins
with and how linguistic elements are organized to form a coherent and integrated text that conveys a specific
message from the speaker/writer to the audience/reader. The research question investigates the speaker's
motivation in choosing between the available linguistic options to propose the text with specific structures,
despite having the possibility of selecting other elements. These linguistic possibilities provide the speaker with
a range of choices that allow them to express their intentionality. The key question of this study is: What is the

author's intent in choosing the complex subject in Surah Al-Anfal?

The research methodology used in this descriptive-analytical article analyzes the initial structure of the textual
function in Surah Al-Anfal to illustrate how the text is proposed and the types of subjects employed in the surah
to uncover the author's intent behind selecting a particular structure from the available linguistic possibilities.
The study found that the use of the simple subject was less frequent compared to the complex subject; the
latter was employed 111 times out of 141. This reflects the development of Arab intellectual thought during the
time of revelation, as the mentality evolved further with the descent of the Medinan surahs. These surahs and
verses were revealed years after the Meccan surahs, which were closer to the period of the first revelation
during pre-Islamic times. Although paganism and disbelief had not entirely shifted to monotheism, it can be
said that the mentality of the people began to evolve, gradually understanding metaphysical concepts beyond
the tangible reality, leading to a growth in intellectual capacity. This intellectual advancement allowed for a
better comprehension of abstract complexities, thus resulting in fewer sentences that began with a simple

subject

Key words: Initial structure, preposing, intentionality, Halliday, Surah Al-Anfal.
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