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Abstract:

This research deals with the story of the translation of the Torah "Septuagint",
which began during the reign of the Ptolemaic king "Ptolemy Il - Philadlphos"
(283-246 BC), who gave the Jews great care more than any other Ptolemaic king to
the extent that he was famous as a friend of the Jews, so The Jewish sources
attributed to this king his doing a great work to honor the Jews at that time, which
is the Greek translation of their Bible, which is known as the “Septuagint
translation of the Torah” or (LXX). This was mentioned in the context of the
famous “Aristeas” novel, which the Jewish historian Josephus" repeated again later
in the Roman era, so the research deals with the following points:

* The story of translating the Jews' Bible from the Hebrew language into the Greek
language, which is known as the "Septuagint translation of the Torah" according to
the ancient Greco-Roman sources.

* Analyzing the story of the "Septuagint Translation of the Torah" from a historical
point of view and showing the extent of its historical authenticity.

* The real reasons for translating the Torah into Greek, the most important of
which is the Jews' adaptation to the flooded world surrounding them during the
Hellenistic era.

* The fact that the translation of the laws of the Jews is linked to the liberation of
all the Jewish prisoners in the Ptolemaic Kingdom.
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- Irenaeus, Against all Heresies, I11. xxi. 2; Clement of Alexandria, Stromata, I, 148 (409 P.)
2 - Epiphanius, On Weights and Measures, 9; cf. H. St. Thackeray, J., The Letter of Aristeas,
op.Cit., p.xv.
102 -1010= €1 ¢ Aaldad) jae (A pean g )l 1ol al ) -3
4 - Joseph. Ant.i.10. E0pov tofvuv, étt ITtodepaicov pév 0 Sevtepog pdhiota 81y Baohele
mepl moudelorv kal PPAidV ovvaywyn)v oTovddoac EEaupéTwe EPAOTIUNON TOV T)uéTepov
VooV kat TV kT aOTOV Stdtaktv ¢ ToAteiag ei¢ v EAAGSa @wv)v petafodelv.
® - Epiphanius, On Weights and Measures, 9.
1520a 2z ¢ Adladl jume (G jeae q ) ol al ) - O
'Samareia iyl cand psall all) 33 dsms Gl uf Cum aaSa e Al S 3 ) e - T

faah) @ by BB e ST S @ ally
-Mahaffy, J. P.: The Empire of the Ptolemies, London, 1895, p.92-93.
8 - Kimberly Williams, Alexandria and the Sea, The Development of Alexandria’s Maritime
Economy and Ptolemaic Naval policy, Atlanta, 2001, p.47.
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1 _Bell, H. Idris: Cults and Greeds in Graeco - Roman Egypt, pp. 44-45.
2 - Joseph. Ant.i.12.

3 - Chrysostom, Homilies on St. Matthew, v. 2.

4 - Chrysostom, Homilies on Genesis, iv. 4.

® - Joseph. Ant.i.12.
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1. J. P. Mahaffy, op.cit., p. 86; Pierre Jouguet, Trois Etudes sur I'Hellénisme, 1908, p.116.
2 - Philo, De Vita Mosis. ii. 29-30.

[Ttolepaioc O PAGSeAoc €mikAnBelc Tpitog pEV NV AT Aletdvdépov TOL TNV
Atyvmttov  mapodafévtog, apetaic 8¢ Talg €v Tjyepovia mMAVI®V, oLXL TV KaO
aUTOV HOVOV, M Kal TWV TNl  TOTOTE  YeyeVNHEVDV APIOTOC, oL Kol HEXPL
VOV TooavTalc VoTepov  yeveadc A&detat TO wAéog TOMK  Selypatar kot pvnueio
NG MEYOAOPPOOVVIC  KOTX TOAEC KAl XOpag AmoMmdvtog, w¢ 1)dn xal €v
mapowiog  eldet Taag  Vmepdykovg @AOTIpiOG Kal  peydAag KOTUOKEVAC
DAaderpeiovg A exelvov kaAeloBat. oLVOAWG pEV oUv 1 Twv IITolepaicdv olxia
Slapepdvte mapa Taxg AANa¢ Pacieiac  Mkpooev, &v 8¢ toic IItoAepadog O
DA&SeApoc.

3 - Ps. Aristeas, 22- 25.
A0 5l 3 gl Aaa i Lia 3 gualal) - 4
® - Ps. Aristeas, 15; cf. Joseph. Ant.xii. 20-23.
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yop vopobeoiag xepévne maot Ttoic Tovdadoic, fjv Tjuelc oV pOvov peTaypdpat
émvoovpey, &AM kal  Siepunvevoar, Tivae AOyov  EE€opev TPOC ATOOTOAN)V, &V

10


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%3Dsan&la=greek&prior=sumpephgme/nai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*suri%2Fa%7C&la=greek&prior=e)n

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF
HUMANITIES AND LANGUAGE RESEARCH

Online ISSN: Print ISSN
9785-969X VOLUME 4, ISSUE 2, 2021, 1 — 33. 97859681

) 4l ae ) sad (e aen (118 el 81 D paallay L) () SUE (il sy LS
O Tame aaals i sen dabaia (s €3 sl Aadalia s Ll g Ly ga DU 2 i) 536 (G (U5Y) Guspallas
lome stk ol cAT U peman 15ald 5l eme g 4 paiSuY) Ate ) aa jliasls | 5ald 3 seal)
ClaDle 7 i o) SSL) 1N e dais 4l 8 sl ol el 13 (il aca LS apell oY 58

Loany IS bl ) 8 Gk A6 (anadl oY 58 dlamial (1) Jand) 128

AT ) Bl 1 i L S5 3 g4l ) Al el (Jga8 Uik

aul ad gl 2l maen w8 MG ol Mophaee " sall 53 L 3
2ol Ja S dis b aed rans s ccaa g mlS MUY Ga gpally”

& ) @) gha (s oas Lala 1518 Jedlly aal a8 1 gdlaBl" (S u aallay cllall o 3
Al I8 o aai WK 10,3260/261 ale (2 43 )3e Sl (e Loy Ul atlada g Uiy Ly su
G A Oy i) GoAll s duall e A A o sl s 3las e Taa ela e slada"
Coall (sl BB e 5l 3 sgall (e amaadl S s 15 ¢ Gulitinn 1" 0258 (21 ) ANS (S5 ol 5 asd
LS o m Sl e g S ald IS a5l o Teald allail) Gl 18 S o WS agia
Lo daad) e b e Jai o "ok 1"

bl dan 20 4 55 B Ba g gall Ay ) pUniY g 4y shacd) gradlal) aaf ;L
"ol G s yiand" o " U G spallay Sllall (s daas A8laia 35 5 (1

Al (A ad Bs ¢(p.(3283-350) Ll (e Ll g Loans 5 1 gudid Mg lldll (o g9 Jiana” (S
Osid 8 Lk ge "GV G galla! At Cun jeas ) 0.(3297 sle A ela o3 Ll 448 ) Aauddl
A Y A o Lail " e - Y] G saallay™" ALl a8 4l Jainall (g s ey Yl A gall
dans S 5 28155 5 05 Skl e leguands e L s () Y siae 1S Lag 5 Lyl caniall
Sy uSaly 4y Sall slall 5 jae

olkeTloug Vmapyoviwv €v ) o1 Paockelax TANOWV  ikavwv; AN Tehela  kal
mAovolx Puxr) ATOAVOOV TOUC GLVEXOUEVOUG &V TOAXTOPLXIG .
1_Ps. Aristeas, 22-25.
2 _Saint Augustine, De Civitate Dei. xviii. 42,45.  Ptolomaeus, qui est appellatus Philadelphus,
omnes quos ille adduxerat subiugatos liberos redire peremisit.
%.5.B.8008.
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% - M. C. Howatson, The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature, Oxford University Press,

2" ed.,1989, p.177.
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! - Roger S. Bagnall notes, in "Alexandria: Library of Dreams", Proceedings of the American
Philosophical Society 146. 4 (December 2002: p.348)
2.0.C.D,, p. 264,
3 H. St. Thackeray, J., The Letter of Aristeas, op.cit., p.ix.
4 Ps. Aristeas, 9-10.
® - Joseph. Ant.xii.13-14.
® - Ps. Aristeas, 30.
7 - Epiphanius, On Weights and Measures, 9.
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1 - Ps. Aristeas, 28.

2 - Ps. Aristeas, 182; cf. H. St. Thackeray, J., The Letter of Aristeas, op.cit., p.ix.

% - Ps. Avristeas, 40.

4 - H. St. Thackeray, J., The Letter of Aristeas, op.cit., p.xi.

> - Ps. Aristeas, 187-294.
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1. Ps. Aristeas, 15.
2 _ Ps. Aristeas, 187-294.
3 - Ps. Aristeas, 200f., 235.
4 . Ps. Aristeas, 31.
5. Ps. Aristeas, 312 ff.
6 - Ps. Aristeas, 317.
" - Ps. Aristeas, 174-175.
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- H. St. Thackeray, J., The Letter of Aristeas, op.cit., p.X.
- Philo, De Vita Mosis.ii.44.
- H. St. Thackeray, J., The Letter of Aristeas, op.cit., p.xvi.
- Ben Sira, Wisdom of Sirach. (Prologue on Ben Sira)
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