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Abstract

Social media and instant messaging applications like
WhatsApp are key tools for sharing news and opinions in
Saudi society. With the increasing use of these platforms,
digital rumors become a growing challenge, as they can
negatively impact the sharing of accurate news and opinions.
This research seeks to understand and model the impact of
digital rumors on news and opinion sharing in Saudi society
through the use of WhatsApp.

Through the current research, this impact has been
analysed in terms of rumor spread. Social media platforms
like WhatsApp are efficient means of rapidly disseminating
news and information. When rumors or false information are
spread on these platforms, they can quickly spread and affect
public opinion. Moreover, the research clarifies the extent of
skepticism towards information. Digital rumors can increase
levels of doubt and mistrust in the information circulated on
social media platforms. This can lead to a decrease in the
sharing of news and opinions in society as individuals become
more cautious about what is being circulated. Additionally,
the impact of fake news has been highlighted. The presence of
fake news or fake experts on social media platforms can
negatively affect the credibility of news and opinions.
Individuals may refrain from sharing information for fear of
spreading inaccurate information.

Furthermore, the research emphasizes the role of
social filtering. Digital rumors can impact news and opinion
sharing by forming virtual communities that selectively filter
information based on political or social affiliations. This can
reduce communication between individuals from different
backgrounds and increase divisions. Lastly, the importance of
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awareness and education has been clarified. Promoting
awareness and educating people on how to deal with digital
rumors and verify the accuracy of information is crucial.
Relevant authorities can provide educational materials and
courses to help individuals make informed decisions.

The research aimed to understand the impact of digital
rumors on news and opinion sharing in Saudi society through
the analysis and modeling of WhatsApp usage. The researcher
focused on key points, including:

Increased rumor spread: The study showed that the use
of WhatsApp and social media has led to an increase in the
spread of digital rumors in Saudi society.

Negative impact on news sharing: The results
indicated that digital rumors have negatively affected the
sharing of accurate and reliable news in the society, leading to
the dissemination of false information and distortion of facts.

Influence on opinions: The research found that digital
rumors can influence individuals' opinions and beliefs, leading
them to question news and information.

Role of awareness: The research highlights the
importance of raising awareness about the dangers of digital
rumors and promoting awareness of methods to verify news
before sharing.

In conclusion, digital rumors pose a real challenge to
news and opinion sharing in Saudi society, and measures
should be taken to mitigate their spread and enhance
awareness of the importance of trustworthy news and accurate
information.

Keywords: Social media, rumors, impact, remedy
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