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Democratic life in Kuwait under the Kuwaiti National Assembly
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Abstract
Freedom and human dignity are the most precious values that humanity can enjoy.
Previous peoples in this field have fought bitter intellectual and political battles and
wars in order to enjoy the achievements they have reached as democratic systems that
protect the rights of their citizens and preserve their dignity.

In Kuwait, the spirit of democratic practice began in 1752, when society at that time
agreed to appoint the Al-Sabah family as rulers of Kuwait through what is known as
consensus and consultation. The rule of the ruling family came through a democratic
method similar to what is known today as elections, where the majority of the Kuwaiti
population agreed on who would rule this small, simple society, and thus the Kuwaitis
got what they wanted without a ruler being imposed on them, and that pledge of
allegiance was the first building block in the edifice of the democratic system in Kuwait

(9

The Kuwaiti people were the first Gulf people to elect a legislative council in 1938, and
they hastened after independence in 1961 to establish the foundations of institutional
governance so that the tribal society would transform into a state society with its
integrated political system and three powers: legislative, executive and judicial.
Kuwait is also the first country in the Arabian Peninsula to establish a constitution and
have an elected National Assembly that constitutes a strong edifice of democracy in all
its dimensions and meanings.

The Kuwaiti Constitution has set controls to ensure broad popular participation in
governance matters, oversight of the executive authority, and guaranteeing basic
freedoms for citizens. It has defined roles and tasks to ensure balance between the three
authorities: legislative, executive, and judicial.

The National Assembly has succeeded in being the democratic tool that has given
everyone the opportunity to express themselves and participate in decision-making, and
has succeeded as a true legislative institution that has produced for Kuwaiti society the
political institutions and mechanisms that have contributed to advancing the
development process witnessed by Kuwait.
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