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Fertility is one of the primary factors affecting the change in population
growth. To achieve Egypt's national goal of reducing the total fertility rate to
2.1 births per woman by 2030, the literature suggests addressing the regional
variations in reproductive behaviour. Therefore, the current study aimed to
explore the regional variations in the impacts of the factors likely to influence
women’s reproductive behaviour in Egypt. The number of children ever born
to ever-married women in the age cohort 45-60 (Completed fertility) was
analysed. The study used the Egyptian Labour Market Panel Survey 2018 data
to estimate a Poisson regression model. The results indicate substantial
regional differences in the effects of the independent variables on women’s
reproductive behaviour. Women's age at marriage had a significant negative
influence in the urban governorates and rural Upper Egypt, with a stronger
effect in the former. The impact of Blood relation with the husband was
substantial in the urban and rural Upper, but its strong effect was in rural areas.
Women’s educational level considerably affected fertility in urban Lower
Egypt, urban, and rural Upper. Women with basic education had a smaller
expected number of births than the illiterates\reads and writes in rural Upper.
Similarly, women with secondary education or higher in urban Lower and
urban Upper, notably in the latter, had a smaller predictable number of
children. The median wealth scores showed no substantial differences in most
regions, albeit it had a statistically significant effect. Similarly, the marriage
cohort showed no remarkable differences in its impact on fertility among the
different regions, although it was statistically significant. Women with longer
marriage durations had a larger expected number of births. Having a deceased
child significantly increased fertility in all regions—the expected number of
births was larger among women who had a deceased child; however, its strong
effect was in urban governorates.
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