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Abstract:

During the Fatimid era (358-969 AH/567-1171 AD), Egypt
witnessed many famines that claimed the lives of thousands of
Egyptians. Some have considered that the main cause of these
famines is due to the shortage of the Nile water. However, the
facts and the level of flooding during these famines deny this; the
real reasons that starved Egypt during the Fatimid days are deeper
than the issue of flooding. Many famines occurred in years when
the Nile level was high, while some years witnessed economic
stability despite the low level of the Nile flood. This means that
the relationship between the Nile flood and famines is not direct,
but the real reasons are due to the nature of the Fatimid state and
its systems, in addition to its successors’ weakness and their
ministers’ corruption. Egypt i1s the gift of the Nile and cannot
know cultivation or stability without it. However, everyone ruled
Egypt ought to deal well with this gift to spare his people from
expensiveness and hunger. The Nile is as old as Egypt, and this is
its nature since Allah created it; it overflows in years and
decreases in others. So that it was necessary to search in the
political system of the Fatimid state to reveal the real reasons that
starved Egypt during the era of their state. It became clear that
these reasons lay in the Fatimid’s systems and in the personalities
of their successors, ministers, and household, moreover, their
managing and disposing methods of the state resources. The Nile
River fulfilled in many years while the Fatimid did not, so there
was hunger.
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