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Abstract;

The true description by which we can describe the impact
of unmanned vessels on international legal rules is the new
revolution in the world of international law of the sea and
maritime transport at the same time, because it is not possible
to separate from each other because more than three-quarters
of world trade is transported by sea. As for jurists, his eye
cannot be mistaken when reading this percentage with great
attention, because it has an impact on the nature of the rule of
law and the texts of international agreements.

The emergence of autonomous vessels will lead to a re-
reading of the texts of these agreements, not just a reading,
but a willingness to submit more amendments and revisions
that will be imposed by the nature of the new circumstance.

What is meant by unmanned vessels, what is the nature
of legal liability resulting from the occurrence of maritime
accidents, what is the role of the international community
and international organizations in general and the
International Maritime Organization in particular in this
regard, and how are national legislation authorities trying to
balance - by enacting new legislation - with all these
enormous technical challenges? The science of law cannot be
separated from the sciences of technology, because
tremendous technological progress imposes a corresponding
development of the legal basis.

Keywords:
Unmanned Ships, international agreements, International
Maritime Organization, national legislation.
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1. Adam James Fenton, Ukraine: how uncrewed boats are changing the way wars are
fought at sea Coventry University, UK, 2023
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2. Ch7, Sec151 " The reder shall be liable to compensate damage caused in the
service by the fault or neglect of the master, crew, pilot, tug or others performing
work in the service of the ship.

A reder who is liable according to paragraph one may claim compensation for the
amount paid from the person who caused the damage. The statutory provisions
concerning the right to abate

the liability of the tortfeasor in relation to the victim shall however apply
correspondingly to the claim of the reder".

3 https://wiersholm.no/en/newsletter/liability-for-damage-caused-by-autonomous-
ships-a-norwegian-perspective

* . legal challenges of liability in collisions arising from the development of
autonomous and unmanned shipping; international and Norwegian perspective, ibid,
p32
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1. legal challenges of liability in collisions arising from the development of

autonomous and unmanned shipping; international and Norwegian perspective, ibid,
p32

Article:6 ©* The right of action for the recovery of damages resulting from a collision
is not conditional upon the entering of a protest or the fulfillment of any other special
formality, all legal presumptions of fault in regard to liability for collision are
abolished .

2 Hannes Gosch, ibid, p56-57

®: Hannes Gosch, ibid, p58

% Liability of Autonomous Ship: The Scandinavian perspective How the liability
regimes shall be regulated in the Scandinavian region?, Scandinavian Institute of
Maritime Law, University of Oslo, p23
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1

Juan pablo rodriguez, ibid, p514

Article 1902 of " the Spanish Civil Code: “The person who, as a result of an action or
omission, causes damage to another by his fault or negligence shall be obliged to
repair the damaged caused”.

The tort liability system ruled by the Spanish Civil Code provides for a vicarious
liability, enforceable not only as a result of one’s own actions or omissions but also of
those of such persons for whom one is liable.

A company will be held responsible for the acts or omissions caused by fault of its
employees, and sometimes by its subcontractors when the company had the obligation
to supervise them (the so-called responsibility “in eligendo” and “in vigilando™) ".

2. Sec 4 “ If an injury or damage is attributable to a defect in a component, the injury
or damage shall be considered to have been caused by both the component and the
g)roduct “.

Felix Collin, Maritime Product Liability at the Dawn of Unmanned Ships - the
Finnish Perspective, University of Turku, Finland, 2018, P30

Article 1 “1. Shipowners and salvors, as hereinafter defined, may limit their liability
in accordance with the rules of this Convention for claims set out in Article 2., 2. The
term "shipowner" shall mean the owner, charterer, manager and operator of a
seagoing ship, 3. Salvor shall mean any person rendering services in direct connexon
with salvage operations. Salvage operations shall also include operations referred to
in Article 2, paragraph 1 (d), (€) and (f), 4. If any claims set out in Article 2 are made
against any person for whose act, neglect or default the shipowner or salvor is
responsible, such person shall be entitled to avail himself of the limitation of liability
provided for in this Convention, 5. In this Convention, the liability of a shipowner
shall include liability in an action brought against the vessel herself, 6. An insurer of
liability for claims subject to the limitation in accordance with the rules of this
Convention shall be entitled to the benefits of this Convention to the same extent as
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the assured himself, 7. The act of invoking limitation of liability shall not constitute
an admission of liability .

! Liability of Autonomous Ship: The Scandinavian perspective How the liability
regimes shall be regulated in the Scandinavian region? ibid, p24

2 Liability of Autonomous Ship: The Scandinavian perspective How the liability
regimes shall be regulated in the Scandinavian region? ibid, p3
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1. . Liability of Autonomous Ship: The Scandinavian perspective How the liability

regimes shall be regulated in the Scandinavian region?, ibid, p26
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https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/
Pages/Autonomous-shipping.aspx
9. https://wiersholm.no/en/newsletter/liability-for-
damage-caused-by-autonomous-ships-a-
norwegian-perspective.
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2. The Norwegian Maritime Code, 1994, with later
amendments up to and including, 2010
3. The Spanish Civil Code, 2016
4. The Finnish product liability law, (694/1990;
amendments up to 880/1998 included)
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