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Tribal Nervousness: A Socio-Political Analysis
of Two tribal Associations in Suez Governorate

Alyaa Mohamed Abdelghany

Doctoral researcher - Sociology, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University I

Abstract:

The paper attempts to provide an anthropological analysis of tribal tribalism in the
Suez governorate, explaining the relationship between establishing many companies
and factories in the governorate at the beginning of the last century and the influx
of Upper Egypt, residents to work. It also attempts to explain this impact on the
governoraters social structure. The study relied on the anthropological approach
using the interview guide. They are based on inherited values that urge them to
form conglomerates. Therefore, the contractor who supervised the work was keen
to bring in his family members to work with him and to ensure their support if he
encountered any problems. The association bearing the family name stemmed
from the idea of Mandara al-Qaria, the gathering place for family members in the
country of origin; the association symbolizes interdependence. On the political level,
the conflict emerged between the families of Swiss origin and the Sa»idi families,
which led to the conglomeration of the people of Upper Egypt in Arbaeen Square and
the survival of the Swiss families in the old areas of the governorate (Al-Gharib— Al-
Kasara — Sulaymaniyah). Associations still have a role in mobilization now, although
the authority of the head of the family has decreased in the past.

Keywords: nervousness, tribalism, anthropological analysis, Suez Governorate.
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