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Hartmut Rosa's Echo Resonance; A Crucial
Element in the Theory of Global Social Relations

Sohier Safwat

Professor of Social Theory - Faculty of Education - Ain Shams University I

Abstract:

Hartmut Rosa’s goal in his project is to criticize late modern societies and establish
an authentic relationship with the world after this relationship perished and eroded
because of «acceleration.» What distinguishes modern societies is the acceleration
of the pace of life due to a tremendous increase in the rate of technical acceleration
in time. Time shrinks, as most subjects in late modernity live the experience of lack
of time and the anxiety that results from it. These manifestations are considered by
«Hartmut Rosa» as negative forms of acceleration, so he established a normative
sociology whose purpose is to reveal the forms of alienation and diseases resulting
from the transformations of time within these societies. However, the cure for the
diseases and alienation left by acceleration is not slowing down but thinking beyond
the concept of time to establish an authentic relationship with the world, so he
proposed a new concept, «echo.» The echo, as it is the opposite of the process of
acceleration and a remedy for it, does not express the self>s relationship with time
but rather its relationship with the world.

Keywords: Echo, Acceleration, Late Modernity, The World, Alienation.
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(*) See ibid., book title: Resonanz. Eine Soziologie der Weltbeziehung. On their website, the publisher
(Suhrkamp) has opted for the following (somewhat cumbersome) English translation of the book’s title:
Resonance. A Sociology of the Relationship to the World. On the Polity website, the title appears as
Resonance. A Sociology of Our Relationship to the World; see Rosa (2019 [2016]). The French title is

Résonance. Une sociologie de la relation au monde; see Rosa (2018 [2016]).
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(*) Rosa Hartmut, The Idea of Resonance as a Sociological ConceptThe ideal of ever-fast, ever-more
creates deep alienation. Theoretical Perspectives, July 09, 2018 .https:/ / globaldialogue.isa-sociology.

org/articles/the—idea—of—resonance—as—a—sociological—concept
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