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Living Conditions in The New Nubia Between Stability
Factors and Motives for Return

Ahmed Abdel-Mawgoud Al-Shennawi

Professor of Cultural Anthropology, National Center for Social and Criminological Research, Egypt I

Abstract

The people of the Egyptian Nubia region were displaced in (1964) to construct the
High Dam, and since then some of those who have been displaced have complained of
problems of marginalization and inequality, as evidenced by the poor living conditions
and facilities in the displaced community. The study seeks to monitor the success
of the development efforts made by the state for the development of the Nubian
community in perpetuating a sense of equality/inequality with the rest of the social
components of Egyptian society, and the impact of this on their stability in the new
Nubia, or the demand to return to the old Nubia. The current study is a descriptive-
analytical study, which relies on anthropological research tools to collect qualitative
material through open interviews with a group of Nubian youth. The study concluded
that there is a collective desire among the Nubian youth permanently residing in
the displacement villages to return to the old Nubia, for various reasons, the most
important of which are the poor living conditions and services in the displacement
community, and the search for a better life opportunity in the old Nubia.

Keywords: Infrastructure, ancient Nubia, new Nubia, return issue, Egypt.
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