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The Median Role of social initiation in the Relationship
between communication and friendship skills for high-
functioning autism spectrum disorder

Abstract:

People with autism spectrum disorder)ASD( face many challenges in
building social relationships. They are less familiar with the concept of
friendship and more connected to the feeling of psychological loneliness.
The research aimed to determine the nature of the relationship between
communication skills, social initiation, and friendship for people with
ASD. The descriptive method was used across a sample of (59) people
with ASD and their caregivers, including parents and specialists. Their 1Q
ranged between (83-110), their ages ranged between (10-14) years, and
the degree of ASD was (55-70) in the governorates of Cairo and Giza.
The Children>s Communication Rating List, the Social Initiation Scale,
and the Friendship Scale were used. The results indicated a high level of
social initiation, a medium level of communication, and a low level of
friendship. There is a statistically significant positive relationship between
the sub- and total scores of initiation with the communication variable,
while there is no significant relationship between the friendship scores
and both initiation and communication. It is difficult to predict friendship
through either initiation or communication for the sample of the current
research. There are no statistically significant differences between males
and females in communication, initiation, and friendship. There are no
statistically significant differences in communication and initiation in
light of age, while there are significant differences in friendship towards
the older age group (12-14). The initiation variable partially mediates the
relationship between communication and friendship. This is because there
was a significant direct effect between communication and friendship,
while the indirect effect was not significant. It can be concluded that there
is a need for more intensive and early intervention to achieve high levels of
communication and social initiation that enable people with ASD to form
and maintain friendships.

Keywords: Autism Spectrum Disorder with high-functioning,
social initiation, communication, friendship.
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