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Abstract

The study aimed to investigate the reasons behind
fifth grade students’ participation or non-participation
in mathematical discussions, and determine whether
this affected their understanding of learning material.
To achieve this purpose the researcher selected a
sample consists of (300) fifth graders at public schools
in the state of Kuwait. This sample has been observed
over three months during the academic year
2014/2015. The main sample divided into two groups.
In the first group the teacher used a lecture-based
teaching instructions, while in the second group the
teacher used an inquiry-based teaching instructions.
Data collected through four scales, the first and second
dealt with participating in mathematical discussions,
the third dealt with the learning of mathematics, while
the fourth scale dealt with the measurement of
students’ bio-rhythm. The results indicated that the
inquiry-based method of teaching produced more
favorable results in each of participation and Learning
mathematics than did the Lecture-based instructions.
Also the results indicated that morning group is differ
with statistical significance from the mid-day and last-
day groups in participating mathematical discussions.
The researcher suggested a list of further research
issues for the future.

e Keywords: Teaching Methods, Presentation
Techniques, Bio—Rhythm, Participation.
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