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The Relation between Mytilene and Athens

Heba Ali Sayed Abdel-Rahman

Abstract:

The location of the city of Mytilene on the island of Lesbos
played an important role in obtaining a large maritime empire during
the middle of the seventh century BC, so it became the main naval
power in the Aegean Sea, the city gained great fame for the cities of
the island, which was able to impose its control over them, and was
able to subject the Aeolian colonies to its control and the
corresponding area on the coasts of Asia Minor was called the
(Mytilenaion Aigalos), The uncontrolled coastal cities were Assos,
Gargara and Lambonia on the northern shore of Adramition Bay, and
controlled Polymedeon in Cape Lecton, which controlled the northern
entrance to Mytilene and directly facing Methmina.

Mytilene was held with Antandros, an important shipbuilding
center, using materials from the forests of Mount Idea in the west, and
also participated in colonial settlements abroad, such as Ainos in
Thrace and Emonassa, and in the seventh century BC Mytilene
controlled most of the Troda region, bringing it into conflict with
Athena by the end of the century, leading to conflict between them.

Keywords: Mytilene, Lesbos, Athena, The coasts of Asia Minor,
Naval Conflict.
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Herodotus, The Histories.9.114; Homer, lliad.14.294. Ja) daad sl

(%) Strabo.Geography.13.2.1

(®) Pliny the Elder, The Natural History,5.39.

(4) I.D. Kontis, “Lesbos and its Peraia in Asia Minor”, EKistics, Vol. 45, (1978):
277.

(°) M. D. Dermitzakis, "Exploring Lesvos," University of Athens - Department of
Geology, Natural History Collection of Vrissa,1.
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I.D. Kontis, "Lesbos and its peraia in Asia Minor", 277.

(") Strabo. Geography, 13.2.2, 1.D. Kontis, "Lesbos and its peraia in Asia Minor",
278.
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Matthew Simonton, Classical Greek Oligarchy, Princeton University Press,
2019, ix.
(®) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War.
(**) Ronald P. Legon, Megara and Mytilene, Phoenix, Vol. 22, (Autumn, 1968),
200
(*') Plutarch, Cimon, 19. 1.
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(*?) Aristotle, Athenian Constitution, 24.2
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(**) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 1.116, 1-3, Aristotle, Athenian
Constitution, 24.2.
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(**) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 1.117.1-3.
&v 100t 0¢ ol XZdpotr &famvaing EKTAOVY TOMGAUEVOL APAPKT® TG
OTPOTOMEd® EmmecdVTeG TAG TE€ TPOPLAOKIdOS vadg oOedepav Kol
voopoyodvteg Tog dvtavayouévag eviknooav, koi tfg Oaidoong tig «af’
€aVTOVG €KpaTnoav MUEPaG mepl Téocapag kol O€Ka, kol éoekopicavto Kol
é€exopicovto a €Boviovro.

(*®) Herodotus, The Histories, 9.106.
kail ot on Zapiovg te kai Xiovg kol AeoPiovg Kai Tovg dALOVG VNnoldTaG, Ol
gTuyov cuoTpatevopevol Toict “EAANGL, €g 10 GuppayIkOV EMOMGOVTO, TOTL TE
katalofovieg kol Opkiolot gupevéely 1€ kal U amootnoecbat. ToHToVg 08
KataAafovieg Opkiolot Emieov TaG YeUPAG Avcovteg: &tt yap €J0KEOV
gvtetapévag ebpnoetv. ovtol pév on én’ EAAnondvtov Emheoy.

(*") Malcolm F. McGregor, The Athenians and their Empire, 137.
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(**) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 3.2.1-2.
peta 0 v &oPoiny t@v Ilehomovvnoiov €00Vc AéoPfog mAny MnBOuvng
améomn an’ AOnvaiov, PovAndévieg pév kol mpod Tod mOAEHOVL, GAAT ol
Aokedaptovior o0 mpocedélavto, dvaykacHivieg 08 Kol TadTV TV AndcTAGLY
pdTEPOV 1| 01EVOODVTO TOmGacOat.
[2] tdv te yap Mpévav v xdov Kol TE®V 0ikodOUNcY Kol VE®V TToincy
gnéuevov tedecOnvar, kai oo &k tod TIdvtov &del apucéobat, ToEdTag T€ Kol
oiTov, Kol 8 PHETAMEUTOEVOL TGaV.

) George Grote, History of Greece, Vol. vi, Cambridge University Press, 2010,
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(*°) Aristotle, politics, 5.1304a.

(*") Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 3.2.3.
Tevédot yap dvteg avtoic dudpopot kai Mnbvpvoior koi ovtddv Mutinvaiov
0l dvopec koata otdowy, mpo&evor AOnvaiov, pnvotol yiyvovior Toig
AbBnvaiog étt Euvowifovoi te v AécsPov €c v Mutvny Pig kol v
TapoackeLv drnacav petd Aoakedopoviov kol Boiwtdv Euyyevdv dviov €mi
dmootdoel Enelyovtal: Koi €1 U TIg TpokaTaAnyeToL 101, otepnoectal avTong
AécPov.
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(24

) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War,3.3.1

ol 8 Abnvdiot (floov yap tetoadaumopnuévol Vo e Tfig VOcoL Koi Tod
moAépov dptt kedoTapévou koi dkpdlovrog) péya pdv Epyov Nyodvto eivon
AéoPov mpocmorepdoacol vouTikov Exovsav Koi SUVOUY AKEPALOV, Kol 00K
Amedéyovio 1O TPAOTOV TOG Kotnyopiog, WHeIlov HEPOC VEUOVTIEC TG UN
BovAecOar GANOF eivor: émedn pévror xoi mépyavteg mpécPeig odk Emeldov
ToU¢ MutiAnvaiovg v & EUVOIKIGIY Kal TNV TOPACKELT)V SIIAVELY, delcavTeg
npokataraPelv EfovAovTo.

(*®) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 3.4.1-2

(*®) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 3.4.4-5.

(*") Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 3.5.1, Johanna Hanink, "The Mytilenean
Debate (427 BC," In: How to think about War, Princeton University Press, 101.
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(®®) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 3.5.2
Kol £E0dov péV Tva Ttovon el Emocavto ol MutiAnvaiot €t tO T@v Anvaiov
otpatodnESOV, Kai péym £yéveto, &v )| ovk Edaccov Exovieg ol Mutiinvoiot obte
EnmnuAicavto ovte émicTeEvcay GEIGY AVTOIG, GAL  dveydpnoav: Enetta ol pev
novyolov, éx Ilehomovvicov koi peT’ GAANG Tapackevtls PovAdupevol el
TPOCYEVOLTO T Kivduvelewy: kol yop avtoic Meléag Adkov deikveitol kol
‘Eppoidvéog Onpoiog, ol Tpoarectdincoy HEV TG AnocTAcems, pOdcat 6& ov
duvdpevolr tov @V ABnvaiov €nimiovv kpOea peTd TV paynv votepov
€0TAEOLGL TPIMPEL, KOl TOPHRVOVV TEUTMEWY TpMpPn GAANV Kol mtpécPelg ped’
EAVTAOV: Kol EKTEUTOVCLY.

(*®) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 3.6.1-2

(*°) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 3.6.1-2
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iy easiadl Aty S Gus sl (e s by eCulisell (e Alke Aglipy AWK a reulised) ()
(el Juall ulal g Deaas 5aS 1250 Jaay 3Lie gaia
Richard Taylor, The Greek Hoplite Phalanx, Pen and Sword,2021,5.

) John Wilson, Strategy and Tactics in the Mytilene Campaign, Historia:
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University Pres,102.

(*®) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 3.26.3-1.

) Ibid,3.26.4.

(*®) T. J. Quinn, Political Groups in Leshos during the Peloponnesian War,
Historia: Zeitschrift fiir Alte Geschichte, Bd. 20, H. 4 (3rd Qtr., 1971),406.
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(*Y) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 3.50.
(*) Aneurin Ellis-Evans, The Kingdom of Priam Lesbos and the Troad between
Anatolia and the Aegean, Oxford University Press 2019, 159.
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(*®) Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 4,52.3, Aneurin Ellis-Evans, Ibid, 160.
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