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The sect of the millers’ craft in Egypt during the
Ptolemaic and Roman eras in light of papyrus and
inscriptions.

Dr. Ahmed Farouk Radwan.

Abstract:

It is certain that the millers' craft is among the various
federations, sects, and associations of craftsmen, and it included both
men and women. What confirms the existence of a millers' sect is that
they were mentioned in an inscription discovered in Alexandria
around 1901 AD, dating back to the years 205-221 BC. It included
the head of the millers' sect, and annual cash taxes were imposed on
them estimated at about a quarter of the income .

It was prohibited for anyone to own a mill or to practice this craft
surreptitiously without the knowledge of the government. If this was
proven, he would pay a fine to the public treasury worth five talents,
and a fine for the obligor amounting to about five times as much
obligations imposed on him, and the names of the millers were
mentioned collectively in some inscriptions and papyrus documents,
and perhaps this confirms to us that they were organized in the form of
aqguild .

The millers relied on grinding food grains such as wheat, barley,
corn, sesame, and fenugreek, and their craft was linked to mills whose
ownership varied between temples, public and individuals ownership,
they relied on many tools such as the sieve to clean the grains of
impurities stuck to them before grinding them, as well as the grinder
and pestle, which was used manually, and the mills that were made of
stones, and the large mills that were made of wood and were operated
by animals .

Society and people adopted the time of the Ptolemaic and Roman
On the bread, beer, and sweets produced by the millers, the animals
and birds relied for their food on the waste of the grains.

Keywords: millers - Romans - Ptolemies - guilds - taxes - grains -
millstones.
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@ A.C. Johnson, Roman Egypt to the Reign of Diocletian, Economic Survey of
Ancient Rome V.2, Baltimore, Johns Hopkins Press, (1936), p.393.
@ Rev. Laws, Revenue Laws of Ptolemy Philadelphus, by B. P. Grenfell, Oxford,
(1896), Col 49, LL.5-12. (259-258 B.C)
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(1) P. Rain. Cent, Festschrift zum 100-jahrigen Bestehen der Papyrussammlung
der Osterreichischen Nationalbibliothek, Papyrus Erzherzog Rainer. Vienna,
(1983), 60, LL.6-15 (164 A.D).

? B.G.U.,4,1087 (151 A.D).

®) P, Oxy.,126 (239 A.D).
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W P Mich,1,79 (about Mid-3rd Cent B.C).

@ p, Tebt,3,1,793 (183 B.C).

@) p, Ryl, Catalogue of the Greek Papyri in the Jhon Rylands Library, by A. S.
Hunt, J.de M. Johnson, V. Martin, C.H. Roberts and E.G. Turner, 3 Vols.,
Manchester-London, (1911-1938),2,167, LL.1-14 (39 A.D).

@ B.G.U, Aegyptische urkunden aus den Staatlichen Mussen Zu Berlin,
Griechische Urkunden, Berlin by Wilcken, Schubart and others, 13 Vols. (1895
—-1976), 1V,1116, LL.5-11 (13 B.C).
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@ p, Athen., Papyri Societatis Archaeologicae Atheniensis, ed. G.A. Petropoulos.
Athens (1939),25, LL.16-19 (61 A.D).
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@ p, Oxy.,6,908, LL.18-30 (199 A.D).

® P Giss Bibl, Mitteilungen aus der Papyrussammlung der Giessener
Universitatsbibliothek. Giessen, |, Griechische Papyrusurkunden aus
ptolemaischer und rémischer Zeit, ed. H. Kling, (1924),1,10 (145-116 B.C).

@ P. Fay, Fayoum Towns and their Papyri, by B. P. Grenfell, A. S. Hunt and D. G.
Hogarth, London, (1900),120, L.5 (100 A.D).

®) p.S.I Com, (Dai) Papiri della Societa Italiana. (ComunicazioniVitelli), Papiri
della Societa Italiana alla Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa. Seminario, ed. G.
Bastianini, M. S. Funghi and G. Messeri, (2003/2004), V1,12, LL.6-12 (129-
130 A.D).
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@ White, Hesiod. (H.G.E), Homer, Hesiod, The Homeric Hymns and Homerica
Work and Days, p. 424.

@ 5.B.,22,15816 (201-300 A.D).

@) 3. P. Alcock, Food in the Ancient World, Greenwood Press, London, (2006),
pp.112ff.

@ Bevan, Edwyn, A History of Egypt under The Ptolemaic Dynasty, London,
Methuen, Cambridge University Press, (1927), pp.180ff.

©)p, Tebt.,1, pp.43ff.

® u.p.z,1,62 (161-160 B.C).
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Pliny., The Natural History, with an English translation by John
Bostock, M.D., F.R.S. H.T. Riley, London, (1855).
Strabon., The Geography of Strabo with an English translation by
Horace Leonard Jones, Lobe Classical Library, (1932),

White, Hesiod. (H.GE), Homer, Hesiod, The Homeric Hymns
and Homerica Workand Dayes .
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B.G.U., Aegyptische urkunden aus den Staatlichen Mussen Zu
Berlin, Griechische Urkunden, Berlin by Wilcken,
Schubart and others, 13 Vols, (1895 — 1976).

P. Athen.« Papyri Societatis Archaeologicae Atheniensis, ed. GA.
Petropoulos. Athens 1939. (Pragmateiai tés Akademias
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