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Pitch in Greco-Roman Egypt
Dr. Hani Omar Mangoud

Abstract: This paper investigates pitch in Greco-Roman Egypt. It starts with
Greek and Latin terms associated with pitch, as mentioned in both literary sources
and papyri. Afterwards, it traces sources of pitch in Egypt, whether internal or
external. Then, the study tackles its types and the tools of measuring each type.
Additionally, it studies the various uses of the pitch, as a sealant, in pottery
manufacture, lining of presses and basins of wine, and construction and repair of
ships, boats and irrigation machines, in addition to painting and decorating
buildings, and finally its use in prescriptions and mummification. Lastly, the paper
exposes the prices and trade of pitch.

Keywords: Pitch, Bitumen, Mummification, Pottery, Ships, Irrigation
machines, Prices, Trade.
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(Al palic (e Ba iy «lsS el G Wl 585 S A il lsal
sac Aplgll jaliad) aadiigy Bl ddall il sl oda culs] 2lsn
W (vap9a) Ly nicon) Luws O(Eopartoc) esllind leie iladaal
®)(naphtha) L, (bitumen) Cpesin Jie Cladaca) a8 4Dl jaliadll
Lol G0 b Lgle Gl s 8 ((maltha) tiles ((asphaltum) asillaud;

@ Herodotus, The Histories, 1.179.1-4; Hippocrates, De aere aquis et locis,
Aer.7.50-60; Xenophon, Cyropaedia, VI11.5.22; Strabo, Geography, VII.5.8,
XV.3.2, XVI1.59,15, XVI1.2.42-45, XVI1.3.11; Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca
Historica, 11.48.6-8, 111.47.3, XIX.99.1-3; Flavius Josephus, Antiquitates
Judaicae, 1.93,116,174, 11.220-221; Plutarch, Alexander, 35.1; Aelian, Varia
Historia, XII1.16; Cassius Dio Cocceianus, Historiae Romanae, LXVI11.27.1;
Philostratus the Athenian, Vita Apollonii, 1.23-25, V.17.

@ Herodotus, The Histories, 1V.195.2-3; Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War,
11.77.3, 1V.100.4; Theophrastus, Characters, 14.13; Strabo, Geography, 111.2.6,
IV.6.9, V.1.12, VI.1.9, XI1.2.17, XV1.2.44; Diodorus Siculus, Library, XI111.13.6,
XIV.51.2; Flavius Josephus, De bello Judaico libri vii, 111.228, V.469, VI1.178;
Plutarch, Quaestiones Convivales, 11.6.2, V.3.1.

®) Strabo, Geography, XV1.1.4,15,24; Plutarch, Quaestiones Convivales, V.7.2;
Cassius Dio Cocceianus, Historiae Romanae, LXXVI.11; Procopius, de Bellis,
VII1.11.36.

“ Pliny the Elder, Naturalis Historia, 1.88, 11.100,105, V.28, V1.34,54, VII.24,
XI1.35, XIV.38,47, XV1.41, XVI1.104, XX.52, XXI1.22, XXIV.25, XXVIII.21,
XXX.28, XXX1.2,28, XXXIV.9, XXXV.64,69; Ammianus Marcellinus, Rerum
Gestarum, XX.7.10, XXI11.6.15,23, XXIV.2.3,12; Celsus, De Medicina, 111.27.2,
V.3.3,11,19,20, VI1.9.5; Curtius Rufus, Quintus, Historiae Alexandri Magni,
IV.3.2,6.11, V.1.16,25,29; Vitruvius Pollio, De Architectura, 1.5.8, 11.6.1,
VI11.3.1,5,8,9; Cornelius Tacitus, Historiae, V.6.

®) Pliny the Elder, Naturalis Historia, 1.1, 11.105, XXIV.88, XXXV.64;
Ammianus Marcellinus, Rerum Gestarum, XXI11.6.15.

®) Pliny the Elder, Naturalis Historia, V.27-28, V11.24.

() Pliny the Elder, Naturalis Historia, 1.1,87, 11.105, XXXV1.60.

realy dsall o3a o Aall (A Ay Al Gladacal) Jea apally
Robert J. Forbes, “The Nomenclature of Bitumen Petroleum Tar and Allied
Products in Antiquity,” Mnemosyne 4 (1936): 67-77; Robert J. Forbes, Bitumen and
Petroleum in Antiquity (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1936), 4-10; Herbert Abraham, Asphalt
and Allied Substances: Their Occurrence, Modes of Production Uses in the dirts

and Methods of Testing (New York: D. Van Nostrand company, 4™ Edition, 1938),
2.
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ol Jalal) e gpee D8 ) lly ol By gy s @l o Jlad) il

(M. gie IS 40 iy a3 iy

W P.Rev. 2" ed., Col. 33, Il. 3-4 (259/258 B.C.); P.Lond. VII 1932, I. 6 (258
B.C.); PSI V 487, 1. 1, 3 (258/257 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. IV 59763, |. 12 (ca. 255/254
B.C.); P.Mich. | 72, I. 14 (251 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. Il 59417, I. 4 (Mid. 3" Cent.
B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. Il 59481 = PSI IV 441, 1. 8, 16 (Mid. 3™ Cent. B.C.);
P.Cair.Zen. IV 59743, I. 4 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. V 59847, |. 29 (Mid.

3" Cent. B.C.); P.land.Zen. 36 Recto, I. 12 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.); P.Lond. VII

2139, I1. 2, 4 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. 111 59327 Verso, . 106 (250-249

B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. 111 59343 = PSI IV 437, |. 7 (247/246 B.C.); P.Eleph.Wagner

1.1V, I. 2 (Late 3"-Early 2" Cent. B.C.); BGU VII 1519, II. 6, 8, 13 (210-204 or

193-187 B.C.?); BGU VII 1547 (210-204 or 193-187 B.C.?); P.Princ. I1 19, I. 7

(ca. 160-150 B.C.); P.Tebt. 1 120, I. 2 (97 or 64 B.C.); BGU VI 1293, Il. 7, 11, 13

(88/87 or 52/51 B.C.?); BGU VIII 1788, I. 14 (ca. 61/60 B.C.); P.Lond. 11l 1171

Recto, I. 11 (8 B.C.); O.Wilck. 11 1152, I. 3 (1™ Cent. B.C.-1% Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy.

VII1 1088, I. 17 (Early 1% Cent. A.D.); BGU 111 884, II. 21, 24, 29 (ca. A.D. 75-

85); SB XX 14275 [21] = P.Quseir 21, I. 4 (I*-Early 2" Cent. A.D);

P.Mich.Mchl. 26 = SB X11 11128, I. 23 (Early 2" Cent. A.D.); P.Bour. 22, I. 1 (2™

Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. XLI 2996, I. 33 (2" Cent. A.D.?); P.Lond. 11l 1177 Recto =

SB XXVI 16652, |. 226 (A.D. 113); BGU 1l 544, |. 20 (A.D. 138-161); P.Oxy. L

3588, II. 4, 10, 18 (A.D. 157); P.NYU 11 28, I. 12 = SB X 10492 Verso (ca. 165-

200 A.D.); SB XVI 13049 = P.Fay. 295 descr., I. 12 (ca. A.D. 181-185); O.Bodl.

111833, I. 3 (2"%-3" Cent. A.D.); CPR | 244, |. 15 (2"-3" Cent. A.D.); P.Lond. Il

929, 1. 66, 69, 71 (2"-3" Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. XIV 1727 descr. Il. 1, 28 (Late 2"-

Early 3" Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. XXXI 2580, II. 1, 9 (Early 3" Cent. A.D.); P.Flor. |

16, 1. 24 (A.D. 239); P.Oxy. L 3596, II. 18, 36 (ca. A.D. 240-255); P.Oxy. L 3595,

1. 16, 30 (A.D. 243); P.Oxy. X 1286 Recto, |. 8 (A.D. 253); BGU I 14, Col. IV, IL.

6,9, 12 (A.D. 255); P.Oxy. L 3597, II. 23, 43 (A.D. 260); P.Ross.Georg. 11 1, I.

28ms (ca. 270 A.D.); P.Oxy. X1l 1497, Il. 3-4 (A.D. 278/279); SB XIV 12107, II.

3, 8,13 (3" Cent. A.D.); P.Turner 43, II. 6, 8 (3" Cent. A.D.); SB 11, II. 3-4, 9, 14

(3" Cent. A.D.); SB XXI1 15349, I. 4 (2" half of 3" Cent. A.D.).

(@ p.Cair.zen. IV 59763, I. 12 (ca. 255/254 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. V 59847, II. 12-13,
27 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.); P.Dryton 42, I. 15 (134 B.C.); P.Warr. 13, . 6 (2™
Cent. A.D.); PSI XV 1558, I. 16 (3" Cent. A.D.).

@) Abraham, Asphalt and Allied Substances, 51.
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(P.Oxy. L (o 3uas 488y 30 DA (e Alegyll jeae 4 Al delia Lo
Hlais .(P.Oxy. L 3596-3597) L (il (yfidfy (e )al clulidl as 3595)
dclia (e 5yl Alajal) L andied adl jlae) o 0Bl BB o & Bl <Y
JB G Qllyg ccalsall (may e Balll a3 e lagl Cuaall JSS cjla S8 ¢ ladl
cul e Gl Gay (Mayerson) Gsele 38 aYerf Hle by Ddaia
o L %) 5 SRl Aol 3l alasi e Hlaaialy dyaally oy ccilaiia
gsedla 3E Gl amyy () pae 8 sy daliS A Alee o disy (g
& Slagl dlall b dplaall el sl e JY) . e i Gay (Gallimore)
db dclia 8 opal AayeS U alodial Al 4 Q8 Ayl G646
b oy cudl el L e Bay Gl gy 538 Wl WYY Gle iy T
adgs o cilledl puanll DA A 3y dihie 8 GalY) Gl (e B
& Bl Ll ) Al Ayghally G ugiallay tles olilads Gl 3 jeas
(A=A Akl ol all 5y i a8 agld) 15LsS dseag can BYVA ale
dii Jo phpdl Jo dalladl gajs ) Calll Lagd sla llll kil Laag
2 13ay Ol ey el ) Wl a8 Gals dagal) dgylanll dalidl)

@ Helen Cockle, “Pottery Manufacture in Roman Egypt: A New Papyrus,”
Journal of Roman Studies 71 (1981): 94-95.

OosatinaSyl Gy pany esa B glegll geand) 3l delid cgaiad) anly) lad aal)
V=Y (2 998) Yz oYY e el e drals Y/ LIS Sles "o(P.OXY.L.3595-3597)

@ Philip Mayerson, “Pitch (micca) for Egyptian Winejars an Imported
Commodity,” Zeitschrift fir Papyrologie und Epigraphik 147 (2004): 201-204.

®) Scott Gallimore, “Amphora Production in the Roman World: A View from the
Papyri,” The Bulletin of the American Society of Papyrologists 47 (2010): 177-
182.

ao "o ginillel) jemal) L) AaalfY) By Cudl el b el Aala aSallne (g )
Y=Y Y-V ¢ :(eY A ‘5:‘]‘9:1) YV oaaall c&_)..a.qj/CJ‘j.aj/
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Sitis Y ol )zl dlae 3lge 55 A DA jeae 53 IS 1) Lo Allasy 3y
Slia il al Lgie Gatiy 5 (e a1 138 Jon dalisall ¢1¥1 (Mayerson) syl
anillyy ¢ pea¥l el Jal Jsha o dadlg) ol Lals o ) a0 dypae Gl
oS8y (Ve sl i £ blsi e (Abu Durba) dp sl (Gebel Zeit) <y Jas
Ol Ja Al Jeg Sl e Glalid) oda asin il L laia o) 3asa Bgjea
Al s eleadll cpyeadl o ) olaliy (Lewan) olsls (Harrell) Jajla
Jrag Les tialall i dims ) g Loy lld oy sl 3m )83 Sl (5301 ccall
O Wi Cigyne (ol G A 0o 4 Jgeasl) densy OIS 4l LS a4l
e 5 ABA chaall ey dus e d ol WY Gued) mld e SE Gl
OB e i cuy s 4t @ I O saw el pa . dle e Gailh Gk
diagal [l 123N 8 Jeud adl Weudy e b A o) Gany 3 cud) el
iyl e Ji s e ging 4l LS cliall 4ud cuall ad) )l d5)lae ABLu
(M sk J8 aiad)y Jeas e shg

llad) Gapand) P I e Lgiala g5 ol eae o s L ad iSay
Lo Gl 588 JI5 ¥y il Ll Bald o)l e syl ) clanaly o Slag s

@ Mayerson, “Pitch (nicoa) for Egyptian Winejars,” 201-204.

@ Forbes, Bitumen and Petroleum in Antiquity, 15; James A. Harrell, and Michael
D. Lewan, “Sources of mummy bitumen in ancient Egypt and Palestine,”
Archaeometry 44 (2002): 285-286.

®) Harrell and Lewan, “Sources of mummy bitumen,” 291.
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e pginb o 3t Glld uSail My (p)all (e JBN e agilalial o Jsaall
Bl ¢l @b Gy e (Noporoior) Llal) dSles by JAgaplall el (oan
sl 8 3lalie AST e s i€ A Cud) el 38,80 dalsadl e gkl
S gy ras s 03] 5,0 Bylatl) TaaaY) e Shmd (e Jlall Bl
Ala@) bylse o Jpanll 8 G Lggle sylandl (2 3YET-TYAE) LusilDld
Ge i S LY Cue oy Lam Y caylse pal aal IS 3 S ey e
AaLaSin) Alen Jusyh (ol (o gpallay an LES 13S0 5 ) dedin 40le BT 43,
3ead) el 8l Jaludl Glasau (Ariston) sl sl aBYAY Gle B
Sl e sag cdilaia) 8 AddUagll galeai®Vy ulbdl Blasl Wl e oly) Al
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™ Mayerson, “Pitch (nicoa) for Egyptian Winejars,” 202-203.
Ball) axie LS denay HuSu) (S densi cmaal sloti vie cilelially Sgal) (oS5l 2yl ()
OYY ()99 ¢ e AnSa
®) Mayerson, “Pitch (wiooa) for Egyptian Winejars,” 202.
Gl (D Ul il 1l Closiall SN e 4ES ple JS adans (o Juy Cuall i) oS )
B e by Gl gadis i o8 YT B)de e Qi G N J8 3 s ¢ ST e p8
N0 (@AY cayslls sl 3oyl rplee) bl Alg ol csbie Glua) Layia Ll
A el aal) i el gy ()
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Ge Gy A) dy el 1an e G ol Gl Gagaallay 3gen Old fadlll Ay
Ale Gutiesy ge Dy Alaay callas Glidle 38 DA e Ll gal jalas
oo Gla PO A GYTY ale 8 4l e Al e e Aals (gsalay
Blolia o (gohati CulSy calipnd (8 Ll sl ) ALl T & ey ool sl
ralghy Gy e aad Glads AddUadl dillay ool
(bl i) e 3ol ag il Al Gl Alaall s3gr yean 33 ol
G dals b clS (S ay gy Lhiag eae o) Y U Al Ll Jy
dials iy Siwilel) allall OIS @iy S Lo ghld oS5 ¢l (a 88 S
Lagins Lo usdabals (ulilisa (IS8 Lalay (00 il (1da) 1) A s cLiigaia (ha
b leiala Lplogay alud) ey b ghladll Aaaly gLl pds o eae ale)) (lagkaing
il ol Jie Aaa A of ) el ol b jeas il M Luall Cd,
Lplild e s Iy ve GA) Guien o) Ly Jul oblE e e
e ajs dad (Biad b omad 4l e S amgn 1 o6 ((Philetaireia)
(9, lia
ALl age Al die Gayysi a3 3l cdallad) 3Sles Cona o san L e
Gapsi ol o LLiY) a8 8 ((a@3YYV-VET) Gufimysy Gl (gl
Oo Adladl o Jally cCud) adly el dihidl e agian sabeiu
Cinte agdi lleay 1385 2 oa )LL) 4 o (2) SaY) gy QN Plaiad

Sl Dl JE bl Gl Gn Apad) B slad lalasl gejllie o dlae O
ADle Jsa agally 0= 2(a¥40)) Yool 0 lad) BV Aplill 4u,Y) daell "o gDl
Pl Qe o aaly i) dleay (pu il (e gaallay

William W. Tarn, “Ptolemy II and Arabia,” The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology
15 (1929): 9-25.

() 9A Yh dgpadl Il 4 5alll) Al jeae 3 jeas fpl o anai sl ()
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Mia Gl calld) peanll U jeme B dlad L) BB G gaa
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a)l e (r).cvvx(bpnc[ov] gmel amo E&vng MABov pfe]ltd Thg mioong pov)
i o sl LEY) Jae )la oS gl e pmill aadind (E6vog) llaaa O (0
Ley sl el e 3led (Mayerson) gsste ol esslae a8 OIS 138 oIS )
S wd al Y eins Viiee OIS 4a3 3 5 oS GAS [N Guse oS

A=Y el el i el g ()

"yl el Bl gpen FEE-TEY Vg dallbd) jeae B jeme gl o aaai sl ()

Y=Y
®) p.Oxy. XLI 2996, II. 31-33 (2" Cent. A.D.?).
“) Elizabeth Constantinides, “Private Letter from Oxyrhynchus,” Chronique

d’Egypte 44 (1969): 104, note 32. See also: Aristide Calderini, “oi éxni Eévng,”
The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 40 (1954): 19-22.
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Slasil 3 dahie Lol o LlUa) 8 WSS gae saa) & Jay clin dged) (Siris)
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Dl Gstea WIS (Siprr) s (Tpooadnoio) of o Semall Ll 3 (Troy) sals,k
(e sl lall bypanivd 8 IS LWyl dilaia g

@b Wl Gl & o e il SE Y A G ge sl ey
anifi A o e Sl 43d asy dad aull 13a o V) ey e AT Caailly
OSo Al oAl (Rl Ghldl i e L les Calids Cliay Cljiee 4l dikie S
Slo Qliall Gaymy VI ead) (e I cAalaie IS asad G2 LUl G (3) Sl
DAl Jaadl IS Lo Jalls celsm lexmaa of Ll sdie 3 i) 13 e 2l
tehlsd o cuy din DB o e G aU)S3 Le lld acy Layys Sl cilaladin) e
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calial) 4l sl jad) B (e Juadl da)) 135 alasia)

M Mayerson, “Pitch (nicoa) for Egyptian Winejars,” 203.

@ p.Oxy. L 3596, I. 19 (ca. A.D. 240-255). See also |. 36 and P.Oxy. XXXI 2570,
Col. 11, 1l. 24-25 = P.Oxy. LV 3766, Col. IV, Il. 71-72 (A.D. 327).

®) P.Oxy. L 3596, I. 19 note; Cockle, “Pottery Manufacture in Roman Egypt,” 94-
95; Mayerson, “Pitch (nicoa) for Egyptian Winejars,” 201.
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caldly Qlall il eld S S a8 tlagie IS dapla Y laillyy (.nicon)
0 g TY LD ey (uvd) Ll sy clne T Y sy 52 Ozahaveov)
O(opupic) Ay tlal auls s ls &y Pelisd) 58 o (oTaTAP) iSlin
LS Mlge Vo Jon (ol clise 9,97 Lgie saalsll als 30 (Bidhog) 4kl Glaly
(mpog b JWSar ise D e dana ey ClAl ye3 ) QlESs juds

@ For example P.Cair.Zen. IV 59763, |. 12 (ca. 255-254 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. V
59847, 1. 29 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.); BGU V111 1788, |. 14 (ca. 61/60 B.C.); BGU
111 884, 1. 21, 24, 29 (ca. A.D. 75-85); P.Bour. 22, I. 1 (1* Cent. A.D.); SB XVI
13049, I. 12 (ca. A.D. 181-185); P.Flor. | 16, I. 24 (A.D. 239).

@ P.Lond. 111 1177 Recto = SB XX VI 16652, |. 226 (A.D. 113); P.Oxy. L 3588, I.
4 (A.D. 157); P.Lond. 111 929, II. 69, 71 (2"-3" Cent. A.D.); BGU 1 14, Col.
IV, II. 6,9 (A.D. 255); SB I 1, 1.9, 14 (3" Cent. A.D.).

®) P.Lond. 111 1171 Recto, I. 11 (8 B.C.); P.Oxy. VIII 1088, I. 17 (Early 1% Cent.
A.D.); P.Lond. Il 1177 Recto = SB XXVI 16652, I. 230 (A.D. 113); BGU I
544, 1. 20 (A.D. 138-161); BGU 1 14, Col. IV, I. 12 (A.D. 255).

“) BGU VII 1547 (210-204 or 193-187 B.C.?); BGU VI 1293, II. 7, 11, 13 (88/87
or 52/51 B.C.?); BGU |1l 884 (ca. A.D. 75-85); P.Oxy. L 3588 (A.D. 157);
P.Oxy. XXXI 2580, II. 1-2 (Early 3" Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. L 3595, I. 17 (A.D.
243); P.Oxy. L 3596, I. 18 (ca. A.D. 240-255); P.Oxy. X 1286 Recto, |. 8 (A.D.
253); BGU | 14, Col. IV, . 6, 9-10 (A.D. 255); P.Oxy. L 3597, I. 43 (A.D.
260); P.Oxy. XII 1497, II. 5-7 (A.D. 278/279); SB XIV 12107, I. 3 (3" Cent.
A.D).

OSls il VY ) A peml) L) andis Cpm 8 el €0 ) A Sy Al gyl Uisall anis ()
(SB XIV 11398, II. 14-15) &ifish S5 Jhall Jas ad clisall (g AT cilapi ) @5l s

rea)) leilepdis Lnall Joa ajally o plin VA () andsi L) )

P.Cair.Zen. V 59851 = PSI VI 630 (Mid. 3 Cent. B.C.); P.Oxy. L 3588, Il. 6-7 and
notes (A.D. 157); SB XIV 11398, Il. 14-15 and notes (2"-3" Cent. A.D.); Daniele
Foraboschi, “Nuovi papiri dal Fayam,” Journal of Juristic Papyrology 18 (1974):
191.

© o0.wilck. 11 1152, I. 3 (1% Cent. B.C.-1* Cent. A.D.); SB 1 1 3-4, 9, 14, 17 (3"

Cent. A.D.).
() p.Oxy. XXX12580, II. 1-2, 11 (Early 3" Cent. A.D.).




€AY YT side coualadl aaadl — A liaadly Ld Ll clufall s P

JSS alia Y oAl JLSal ga O)mosokomiov micong GAKAG HéTpe Arvig)
Msall (g o€ = anld S oS a8 Bl S WL ALl Juldl sl
Gy (roBg) Lusall aa¥) ailewdiy «(ueTpnTig) el —ABL)
™). (koroAn)
AN claladiiad Gt

by o laglly allad) (ppasll DA jeae b saae cladaing Al o<
oo Cuaally Lyl @G AN s ladll delia 4 addadiul @l ) e
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Ohall Aals ) Dbl J8 Gl ) Caatie e gyal dady i LS O Ja)
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@ p.Oxy. L 3595, Il. 9-17 (A.D. 243); P.Oxy. L 3596, II. 9-19 (ca. A.D. 240-255).

@ Cockle, “Pottery Manufacture in Roman Egypt,” 89.

®) p.Mich. 1 72, II. 14-15 (251 B.C.); P.Lond. VI 2139, II. 2, 4 (Mid. 3™ Cent.
B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. V 59847, |. 29 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.); BGU 1 14, Col. IV, .
12 (A.D. 255).

t 0l e el Apladl) sl de il dibiad) Jabal) Joa aghall ©)
Cockle, “Pottery Manufacture in Roman Egypt,” 93-94; Philip Mayerson, “The
Economic Status of Potters in P.Oxy. L 3595-3597 & XVI 1911, 1913,” The

Bulletin of the American Society of Papyrologists 37 (2000): 99-100.
®) p_Cair.Zen. 11 59481 = PSI IV 441 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.).

S o i ecasian inyall B S ST A gl Rl o3 of SHL paal) (e

reah « AV () CDlulie (mny (B el
P.Lond. VII 1932, I. 6 (258 B.C.); PSI V 487, Il. 1, 3 (258/257 B.C.);
P.Cair.Zen. 111 59417, . 4 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.); P.Mich. | 72, I. 14 (251 B.C.);
P.Cair.Zen. 111 59327 Verso, I. 106 (250-249 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. 111 59343 = PSI
IV 437,1.7 (247/246 B.C.).
©) p.Cair.zen. IV 59743 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.), Il. 3-6: tov Adyov T®V GkmVATOV
kep(opiov) | kol 100 kekovnuévov kol tig mioon\e/ | kai t@v [[repiy]
gEavnAopévov | E6m, OV 8¢ TOV KevOv TEPIEIVOL.
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@ P.land.Zen. 36 Recto (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.), Il. 10-12: woteihon ovv mpdg T[]V
kep(apéa), 6t ap pévn | [un] mpocéywv ywved[o]at, t[nv] Ty droteioet |
[T]fig mioong TdV dypsi[w]v yevopuévav telémc.

@ p.Tebt. 1 120, II. 1-2 (97 or 64 B.C.). See also BGU 111 884 Recto, Col. | (ca.
A.D. 75-85).

®) 0.Bodl. 111833, I. 3 Sz“d-sfd Cent. A.D.).

@ p.Oxy. XLI 2996 (2" Cent. A.D.?).

®) p.Oxy. L 3588, Il. 5-6 (A.D. 157).

©) SB XIV 12107 (3" Cent. A.D.).




€AY YT side coualadl aaadl — A liaadly Ld Ll clufall s P

B3 25 b Liegs Lo Ol S an ) gy il ally (llialay Ll s
Al s adear g3 Gl il 2g8al) & Abay oy ) Caliddl o sa agaal)
dcliay ale S 8 a8y ob e K & S (kepapéog oivikod Kepapov)
(Emi 1® pe xot’ Erog mAdootr vuelv koi L cpladlly (§5al) salely (9yms
Oba Bladdl Jhall e dasa 2ael Omtficon kol Omokadoor Kol TGoHGL)
BYTIRC AN DISVENS I PPN EW N PIVPRSTPENE I SRS )
SEBAY 355 ) BLAYL hadl e st s3al (3as delical AU Sy
(mpog mocokonioy mioong OAKTG (Sl JuSa Ggige DB e e laaa

OV 2l el cpbadll pétpe Akivig)
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ause b alaid Bala 0sS5 Sa (sl —awie) el Jolay L ddel
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@ p.Oxy. L 3595, II. 9-17 (A.D. 243); P.Oxy. L 3596, Il. 9-19 (ca. A.D. 240-255);
P.Oxy. L 3597, II. 7-12 (A.D. 260).

@ p.Oxy. L 3595, Il. 32-36; P.Oxy. L 3596, II. 30-34; P.Oxy. L 3597, II. 30-34.

®) Cockle, “Pottery Manufacture in Roman Egypt,” 93.

“) p.Oxy. L 3595, Il. 19-27; P.Oxy. L 3596, II. 20-28; P.Oxy. L 3597, II. 12-20.

®) Cockle, “Pottery Manufacture in Roman Egypt,” 91-92.
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@ L) (IS egle 8l aaal) e agyy Gila) hae gl 1)) abiedll of e af ookl iy ()
@AY Asally Sl abiaall el Glua 058 of Aapd e Joeanl) Ll (Sad cadl dals
P.Oxy. L 3595, II. 27-31. .Gyl lede Giiall 2lacY) dipla iy cdeliall b dariioud)
S You aiar Gl Al e Gl e 4y alid) 58l e daeY) o3 daleayly )
GE o led I oAl @bl ) BLaYL (s A dxs B 04 (KODQOG)
P.Oxy. L 3596, II. 34 ff..4.3,
gy Al B Ve ALl gimy g il Jaliedl 8 hall e a2 b3gd dilayly O
P.Oxy. L 3597, II. 25-26. See also I1. 40-44 note . &l didavk

@ P.Oxy. L 3596, II. 3-4; P.Oxy. L 3597, Il. 1-5.
®) Cockle, “Pottery Manufacture in Roman Egypt,” 89.
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Cockle, “Pottery Manufacture in Roman Egypt,” 87-97; Joachim Hengstl,
“Einige juristische Bemerkungen zu drei "Topferei-Mieturkunden”,” in Studi in
onore di Arnaldo Biscardi. IV (Milano: Istituto Editoriale Cisalpino-La
Goliardica, 1983): 663-673; Mayerson, “The Economic Status of Potters,” 97-
100; Philip Mayerson, “The Relationship of P.Oxy. XVII 2153 to P.Oxy. L
3595-3597,” Zeitschrift fir Papyrologie und Epigraphik 132 (2000): 257-258;
Mayerson, “Pitch (nicoa) for Egyptian Winejars,” 201-204.

@ BGU VI 1293, Il. 1-7 (88/87 or 52/51 B.C.?).

@) p.Oxy. L 3588, Il. 10-11 (A.D. 157).
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@ p.Oxy. L 3588, I. 6 note.

@ Henry Frederick Lutz, Viticulture and brewing in the ancient orient (Leipzig:
J.C. Hinrich, 1922), 56-57.

®) p_Cair.Zen. 11159481, . 8 note.

@ Pliny the Elder, Naturalis Historia, XIV.25.

TA Cppaall Lo die cilelially slsall ¢ ulS gl o alf )
© BGU 1 14, Col. IV, II. 9-10 (A.D. 255).
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WBGU | 14, Col. IV, Il. 12-14.
@ P Lond. VII 1932 (258 B.C.).
@) p.Lond. VII 2139, II. 2, 4 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.).

reab (oBaio) Gl e g5l 138 Jsa a3ally
Lionel Casson, Ships and seamanship in the ancient world (Princeton University
Press, 1971), 166-167.
“) SB XVI 13049 (ca. A.D. 181-185).
©) Pieter Johannes Sijpesteijn, “More Remarks on Some Imperial Titles in the
Papyri. 11,” Zeitschrift fir Papyrologie und Epigraphik 54 (1984): 81.
©)sB XV113049, 1. 12. See also P.Bour. 22, Col. | note.
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@ p_Lond. 111 1177 Recto = SB XXV 16652, II. 226-230 (A.D. 113).

@ Allan Chester Johnson, Roman Egypt to the Reign of Diocletian (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins Press, 1936), 685.

@) P.Flor. I 16, Il. 22-28 (A.D. 239).

“) CPR 1 244, 1. 14-15 (2"-3" Cent. A.D.).

®) p.Cair.zen. IV 59763, I. 12 (ca. 255/254 B.C.).

©) p_Cair.zen. V 59847, 1. 29 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.).

() p.Eleph.Wagner 1.1V, I. 2 (Late 3"-Early 2™ Cent. B.C.).
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@ p.Oxy. VII1 1088, I. 17 (Early 1% Cent. A.D.).

@ P.NYU 11 28, 1. 12 = SB X 10492 Verso (ca. 165-200 A.D.). See also Naphtali
Lewis, “From the Papyrus Collection of New York University,” in Essays in
Honor of C. Bradford Welles, ed. Alan E. Samuel (New Haven: American
Studies in Papyrology, 1966): 4-6; Bruce E. Nielsen and Klaas A. Worp, “New
Papyri from the New York University Collection: 1I1,” Zeitschrift flr
Papyrologie und Epigraphik 140 (2002): 136-168.

®) SB XXII 15349 (2™ half of 3™ Cent. A.D.); Dominic Montserrat, Georgina
Fantoni, and Patrick Robinson, “Varia Descripta Oxyrhynchita,” The Bulletin of
the American Society of Papyrologists 31 (1994): 18-20.
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®) PS| Vv 487 (258/257 B.C.), II. 1-2: v micoav fiv . . [ -ca.?- ] | &ic t& mpoPata
Epoato pun Exew.
0 Sl bl peanll e lia¥ls gl il iallae deae O
() Strabo, Geography, XV1.2.45; Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca Historica,
X1X.99.
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dagaill b (ygpaell lgardind A dsall 1835 cchlilic sae b LGN Y L]
ehll Claal gy Al Slibasal (e aae) ALl Jilaill (s il e Slad
e (Lucas) oalSs) aady Jasadll (8 S pladia) oS5 Vs A8y cal il 5aY)
G paaiad ol SN G ) aldns el sda 3 il oY) Jos e
Osesd OF LS ey 3 addaain) Jaisy 3 calbll jemall J8 BU) Lyl
aily Bal) QU 5 Caagy S G e ) e’ rali @lld e sled (Dawson)
s el Gl peandl Jia Glld aadind ol 4l V) cdasiatll (3 Gaulad) 53l

M 01aY e s b ile @it allextind oS5 o

& O Aasin) Jsa ofialdl Ga e€ CDIA dllia IS 1Y) 43) Jsall oSy 13K
Glaty Lagd pealy JSE J8 CDIAY 138 53a (8 dapaill dypeaall jsemnll PDIA Layar
P Ll 8 Glad B alasiad el il Lagys ¢ Plaglls galladl (panlly

MV pan o Galaty Gld (&5 o1 ol (i e ppmanl)

AL Cpaall lesi die cilelially alsall ¢ ulS gl palf ()
@ Warren R. Dawson, “Making a Mummy,” The Journal of Egyptian
Archaeology 13 (1927): 46.
slati vie cilelially dgall Sy aal taaly bpatll ddee 5 L) Masinl Jss ayall ()
OYY—0YY (£90—£A ((yupadl
Alfred Lucas, “The Question of the use of Bitumen or Pitch by the Ancient
Egyptians in Mummification,” The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 1 (1914):
241-245; Abraham, Asphalt and Allied Substances, 16-19; Percy E. Spielmann,
“To What Extent Did the Ancient Egyptians Employ Bitumen for Embalming?,”
The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 18 (1932): 177-180; Forbes, Bitumen and
Petroleum in Antiquity, 93-94; Philip C. Hammond, “The Nabatacan Bitumen
Industry at the Dead Sea,” The Biblical Archaeologist 22 (1959): 40-48;
Matgorzata Ktys and others, “A chemical and physicochemical study of an
egyptian mummy ‘Iset Iri Hetes’ from the Ptolemaic period III-I B.C.,”=
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oA O e e ¥ e o L sla Dbl J8 B (Rl Caatiiag A3 3385
anll Eilis e Ul s 8 Ll L Aealn 1o aly el e oF of Octiaaly
s i) 5y Lo a8 Laaly T Sl cals e gy 28 ¢ ilag )
Yeo callill jaw aal & (oDl Gl Gl gl 8 deahy VY ) caltil
dle g daahy e ) duad (g calll) e pinl & Yoo Lo b daaly
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=Forensic Science International 99 (1999): 217-228; Margaret Serpico,
“Resins, amber and bitumen,” in Ancient Egyptian Materials and Technology,
ed. Paul T. Nicholson and lan Shaw (Cambridge University Press, 2000): 464-
468; Harrell and Lewan, “Sources of mummy bitumen,” 291; Jacques Connan
and others, “Geochemical analysis of 12 balms from a Ptolemaic mummy of the
Krakow Museum: evidence of Dead Sea bitumen,” 21*" International Meeting on
Organic Geochemistry, Krakow-Poland (September 8-12, 2003); Arthur C.
Aufderheide, “Radiocarbon date recovery from bitumen-containing Egyptian
embalming resins,” Journal of the Society of the Studies of Egyptian Antiquities
31 (2004): 87-96; J. Koller and others, “Herodotus' and Pliny's Embalming
Materials Identified on Ancient Egyptian Mummies,” Archaeometry 47 (2005):
609-628; Assem O. Barakat and others, “Organic geochemistry indicates Gebel
El Zeit, Gulf of Suez, Is a source of bitumen used in some Egyptian mummies,”
Geoarchaeology 20 (2005): 211-228; Katherine A. Clark, “The significance of
petroleum bitumen in ancient Egyptian mummies,” Philosophical Transactions
of the Royal Society A 374 (2016): 1-15; Rhea Brettell and others, “Organic
residue analysis of Egyptian votive mummies and their research potential,”
Studies in Conservation 62 (2017): 68-82; Jeannette Lucejko and others,
“Chemical analyses of Egyptian mummification balms and organic residues
from storage jars dated from the Old Kingdom to the Copto-Byzantine period,”
Journal of Archaeological Science 85 (2017): 1-12.

W p Cair.zen. V 59847, Il. 27-28 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.).

(@ SB XX V116652, I. 228 (After 27 Oct. A.D. 113).

@) p.Oxy. XXXI 2580, II. 2-3 (Early 3" Cent. A.D.).

“BGU 114, Col. IV, I. 7 (A.D. 255).

®) p.Oxy. XI1 1497, Il. 6-7 (A.D. 278/279).
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adzaill Jaee ol ) cidly e odlpal) B ol e SE Caatll A dgileg
Ll ppen led

DB e e Wl ccalaall I (ads el 8yl Sl apen of s
O ST Al Ledi 2885 a5 (aY 00 alay A3 e Lall saaly A5Gy A 35 a8 JL
D e (ol6)  pusall sa o e elas cAadln Yo sa lall S cals jau
M i vl gl

e oY) ) Slgiall Gmas ady oS QB Sl g i) o s e e
L il al8 lete Chfy 4ais @l Jlias . W) o agdlalin) 55 Jal e (Al
(S e S 65 spe gs dal e v BY0 ple g e Jpanlly

Jalaill ) el ry o bl e OIS QB Sl gl e
Chaliiey 43 5 488y (e G Cpdiyg oplaa) galdl) N 4gOlginl die 2l (e
05t pes Ol Gl Galal) aal e Biadd Glad et Slaall J8 G ()8
Calia daliad syadll disles i) of Gallall 1 4 Jslad ¢ Jhall (e 220 aiual
DS Ay S (g gerdiion bRl aBle) Gan O ) (s ol il i ¢ Janl

W' BGU 114, Col. IV, 1. 12-13 (A.D. 255).
@ p.Cair.zen. 111 59327 Verso, . 100-116 (250-249 B.C.). See also: Claude

Orrieux, Les papyrus de Zénon: l'horizon d'un Grec en Egypte au Ille siécle
avant J.C. (Paris: Macula, 1983), 35.
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(I. 2-9: iva un ovpPailvnt ToOg ywvedov|tag kepapelc &v Ticy | Tdv 3251
Kepopiov dwpaptdvery kal malv émyywvedoviag | EEavniokew [tnu]
05 le e 588 il S Jiaa] ) 523 e shs dhmhsial miooav | pdeny)
Joi hall g dal e AT BB Ly daall 130 s aniy st
opdds A&l pat s e (1 miooo Siotnpnonjoeton) LW Ao Lalially crnia
il e 423Uy O ) A ABle s il oVher R aBle ol
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O 4 s cousiliingn seaall e llad adle o B3k e Ble Sl J8
s (laks ol dalla e Jadlly CulS Ba AA oaal 8 sl el
Mt s e

Sracteihon ovv Tpog T[0]v kep(apéa), Htt, b aind 13 4 a3l P\

10  éap pévn
[un] mpocéywv ywved[o]ou, T[Mv] Tiuny O ¢ Cpdadill dleal oL e

11 dmoteioet )
e gy ade
[t]fig micong tdv dxpgi[w]v yevopivov dallall e [Lhall] JolSiL

12 tedéoc. Assi]
e el 1 e iy ol Sl oDl die aadll Gajall oli «dll

Vo o 4l oSV Sl caellis aan ) S pae ) deall Gilaal (s
Dl oDl Aglee (i lglag QG laa) aaed Jhall fplad die olEVL JURl)
Lo agie dlaadi @bl 33l el cullall suall Aalidl P pe ST JS

@ p_Cair.Zen. 111 59481 = PSI IV 441 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.).
@ p.land.Zen. 36 Recto, Il. 10-12 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.).
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Dlgind dglee iy Aalie b Jeadl Clanal i) ¢ Slog il panll DA,

OIS oalii e 3% (e Blie 21OV slay A35e Al b Ula el saug Sl
opE G tplaall saaY (Bdmuepls) Lasdl Jeed) ity B Leust Al e
glaall sl e copiall I leadud 23 ) (e 2aeS ol liali Glua ) 3834)
Dhie by ge cdael oda (e (85 Lag Al @ L Jlaiay Qhall cplat (g
(: e 583 (yati ¢ sl

Slo Cpiall (il adu @ (opdall alall b ashd & 3l Glall ) o

Gl V¢ [aaded & cadd] cand WL bl s cplai ol chpsiad) 3Ll

ol el el Gl diay il €0 gl sally clisa T (gl il €30l

Ll ) i) st 3ha V110 aila o g e (e e GBI s 4

OB Jalls (e YV GlE VY (fsia] call JU @l ¥ Jaeay cDlgil &

e VT asdll (B &5 ) Gyl e Sy cle YV 5 Ll sa 48l cad il
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W BGU VII 1547 (210-204 or 193-187 B.C.?).

@ P.Oxy. L 3588 (A.D. 157), II. 3-16: £k tfic &[yo]pacBeiong | 1d Kk (£te) mioone
Enpac mapedodn [IT]otd Tpoot(dn) | Katw ovGiog gic TooW®OV TAOV TOP’ AVTD
otvn|y®dv kobewv 0AKTg (tdAavta) KO, ToD TaAdvtov &xov|tog uvag &, kail Thg
v &yovong otat(fpac) W. | énei obv 6 Iatdc £édMAwoe koteckevds|dat Tap’
avt® €c Meco(pn) ty kodea apO(ud) Zple, | €ig 0 mapadéyetal, O¢ TV
yeWiov Tioong | (taddviov) v, (tdlavia) ko kol pvol kC, oc Aomoypa|eeichal
map’ avtd (tahavta) B uv(od) Ay, pova 6¢ | €k g yevouévng {uyootaciog Ti
a. tod | Meoso(pn) evpéb(n) (tdravtov) a pvoi An, og {nteic|fat uvag ve, teyun
gxtef(Moetar) T@V ve dG0v | T avTd K (E1€1) Nyopdc[0]n.
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S Y110 cpld b clals ¥ osa Jala) e sia Gl phail S e cosllaall JaeAl o 1) ()
cliga YV Gals YV Gy ¢l YA Lse Y95 Gl V) (of clpe Y.V 5 Glls ¥ gzl
P.Oxy. L 3588 introd. and II. 9-11 note. .1 8)s VYo ol Wosia o a3

@) p.Oxy. L 3588 introd.
®) p.Oxy. L 3597, I. 23 (A.D. 260).
@ P.Oxy. L 3597, Il. 40-44 note.
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W BGU 111 884 Recto (ca. A.D. 75-85), Col. I, . 20-29: tva mpd fic tpi[tIng
katal[rt]Aevong vac. ? mepi [t]fg mioong | [p]eAncdtotr oot mp[og] Qpimva
vel[vé]oB[all, tva pot mépuyng ic XeP(evvotov) | [t]a [d]éxa [t]dAavta THg
nliloon(e) | émdav émn[ ] . poang [tlod «kepap(ov) | kav - pn
apt[. . . ]. . [. . Jove. oot | tdn dnpe Tov [ . ], pov amodéloar, Gv &€ p[n]
gmls. . . ] 1o déka | (tdhavra) t[polg mis[on]vig 8. . . Jamovpe.
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P.Lond. 111929, 1. 70-71 | cilall Jlall (3e Jlas V lges | Gulais =y

@ p.Oxy. XLI 2996, II. 31-33 (2" Cent. A.D.?).

@ Mayerson, “Pitch (nicoa) for Egyptian Winejars,” 203.

®) p.Oxy. XIV 1727 descr. II. 1, 28 (Late 2"-Early 3" Cent. A.D.).
@ P Lond. 111 929 (2"-3" Cent. A.D.).
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prase U (ol iy Aliall 235 O canlall Ga QS 8 clghpeai Cuny Jail) ol

Gl ol 83 Lo ) Sty . (ss) Bigs el SANS (8 ema ) s g3 (sl
83 R 13 ol ool Ty sl ) mdals el BN alasial ol
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@ P Lond. 111 929 Introd.
@ Colin Adams, Land Transport in Roman Egypt: A Study of Economics and
Administration in a Roman Province (Oxford University Press, 2007), 80.

eal) 3 jemn 3l (gl G 8 Y ) e B emn g5 ¢ anm pal) )

VA (198Y e LaaYly Aaluay) Sigadly ciluall e el s ) JU denst e

“) Pharmouthi: P.Cair.Zen. 111 59327 Verso, |. 106 (250-249 B.C.). Pachon or
Pauni: P.Mich. 1 72, 1. 14 (251 B.C.). Pauni: BGU 11 544, 1. 20 (A.D. 138-161).

Epeiph: P.Cair.Zen. Il 59417, I. 4 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.); P.Bour. 22, I. 1 (2™
Cent. A.D.). Mesore: P.Lond. 111 1171 Recto, I. 11 (8 B.C.).
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WsB 11 (3Cent. AD.).
@ p.Oxy. XXXI 2580 (Early 3 Cent. A.D.).
®) Johnson, Roman Egypt, 215-216.
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