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Ibn Shaheen's observations of the Crusader invasion and piracy
of some cities of the Islamic West and Andalusia through the book
"Al-Rawd al-Bassem fi Hawadith al-'Umar wa'l-Tarajim" 866-
871 AH/ 1461-1466 AD.

By: Dr. Aisha Marshoud Hamid Al-Harbi

Associate Professor, Medieval History, Department of Social Sciences, College of
Arts and Humanities, Taibah University.

Abstract:

Ibn Shaheen's journey is one of the first journeys that went from
east to west. Its timing was remarkable due to the events that took
place in the countries of the Islamic West, including the collapse and
fall of states, and piracy, and the Crusader invasion and the wars of
recovery (98-987AH/ 717-1492 AD) in Andalusia. There is no
reference for these events within references to the history of the
Islamic West except for these observations, and therefore they are
considered true regarding those events taking place at the time, rather,
a certain good for historians of the Islamic West.

Ibn Shaheen was an eyewitness to the events in the Islamic West.
The papacy supported the occurrence and increase of these events
because they believed that Andalusia is as their exclusive property.
Accordingly, the strength of these Christian kingdoms increased and
their racism extended. Pope Innocent Ill (594-612 AH/ 1198-1216
AD) had the upper hand in provoking the Crusade against Andalusia.
He encouraged volunteers from Western Europe to take part in
religious wars against Muslims. The French, the English, and the
Germans participated in the Muslim war to express their crusader zeal.
This war was the last in the series of Crusades.

Keywords: Ibn Shaheen, The Islamic West, Andalusia, Muslims, The
Crusades.
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- Charles-Emmanuel Dufourcq, L'espagne Catalane et le Maghreb,
Universities de France, 1966.

- Michele Amara, Diploma Arabia. R. Archive Florentine, Firenze,
1863.
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