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Abstract:
The Euthyphro dilemma
“A study into the nature of the relationship between morality and divine
commands”

The "Euthyphro” dilemma is considered one of the most difficult dilemmas
facing philosophers and researchers in the fields of moral philosophy and
religion. It is the dilemma related to representing the nature of the relationship
between morality and divine commands, and its origins go back to the "Socratic-
Euthyphroean" dialogue of "Plato", where this dialogue revealed the existence
of two completely opposing points of view. The first view is that the origin and
source of morality lies in divine commands, and “Euthyphro” represents this
point of view. The second view that morality is completely independent of any
theological perceptions, and then the search for objective rational foundations
for morality, and he represents Socrates’s point of view.

This study, uses the critical analytical approach and comparative approach
and has several results, the most important of which are: First: There is a trend
that believes that divine commands are what determine the nature of morality, as
the goodness and evil of actions are determined by God’s commands and
prohibitions, and this trend rejects the independence of morality. Second: There
iIs a trend that believes that morality is autonomous from any theological
perceptions, and the philosophers of this trend have attributed its origin to
several justifications, including: rational (or intuitive) and realistic (or
descriptive) justifications. Third: Despite contemporary attempts to present a
moderate vision to reconcile the two previous trends, the dilemma still exists to
this day. There is no thesis -in my belief- that has tried to combine the two
trends without falling into a paradox or contradiction.

Keywords: Socrates, Euthyphro, morality, divine commands, the rational
justifications, the realistic justifications.
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