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In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all worlds, who has revealed His clear Book
as a light and guidance for the righteous. May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
His noble Messenger, as well as his family and companions. Now, to proceed.

This research paper aims to provide an introduction to the concept of "al-Ikhtiyar"
(the choice) in the science of Qur'anic recitation (Qira'at) and present a concise
study of its historical development. The study seeks to accomplish the following
objectives:

Define "al-Ikhtiyar" in terms of its linguistic and technical meanings, supported
by the opinions of scholars in the field.

Examine relevant textual evidence that discusses the concept of "al-Ikhtiyar" and
extract key points that support the argument presented in this research.

Then, derive another definition for "al-Ikhtiyar," addressing the shortcomings of
existing definitions.

Next, present the legitimacy of "al-Ikhtiyar" and provide evidence from the
Qur'an, Sunnah, and scholarly consensus.

Subsequently, outline the chronological stages through which "al-Ikhtiyar" has
evolved in the science of Qur'anic recitation, particularly during the early virtuous
centuries. Cite relevant texts, explain them, and highlight the achievements of one
renowned scholar known for his expertise in "al-Ikhtiyar." Elaborate on his
approach and the foundations upon which his choices were based. May Allah

grant success, guide the way, and all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all worlds .
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