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Abstract:

The current research aims to study one of the speech acts according to Searle's
classification — which is the commissive speech act, in Naguib Mahfouz’s novel
“Between Kasserine”. The researcher presented the Arabic equivalents for the
term "commissives," compared them, and extracted the speech events in which
the commissive speech act appeared, determining the meanings conveyed in these
events. The study concluded that commissives are among the least frequent
speech acts in the “Between Kasserine” novel, where the commissive speech act
appears within the novel with four implied meanings: promise, warning, threat,
and commitment. These implied meanings included direct and explicit ones with
known conditions and form, as well as indirect negative ones that are in
agreement with decisions made by others. This was frequent among the children
of Mr. Ahmed Abdel Gawad towards their father. They would sometimes do what
he dictated out of fear, and at other times out of respect for him. The commissive
speech act also appeared in the form of conditional commitments where the
speaker commits to doing something based on a previous action of the addressee.
It could be genuine and sincere, with the speaker intending to carry it out, or
insincere when the condition of sincerity is lost. Mr. Ahmed Abdel Gawad was
one of the characters in which the commissive speech act was most prominent, as
he was the one who made the most promises, warnings, and threats.

Keywords: Speech acts; pragmatics; Between Kasserine
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