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Messenger of Allah

Abstract:

This research examined a phrase that was repeated by a number of Prophet’s
companions in various occasions, in which they witnessed in the presence of the
Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) saying: (I
bear witness that you are the Messenger of Allah). The research aimed at
discussing the connotation and the rhetoric of this phrase. Moreover, it shed light
on the various occasions in which this phrase was said and the purpose of saying
it in each occasion of them. The research reached a number of results, including:

V. In some occasions uttering the Shahada phrase was associated with a
prophetic miracle that strengthened the Companion’s faith and, thus, he
stressed his belief with this phrase.

Y. The occasions of saying the Shahada phrase (i.e. I bear witness that you
are the Messenger of Allah) were various; in some occasions it was said
by A-long-time Muslim, in some other it was said by a new Muslim,
which is an indication the Prophet’s influence on both types Companions.

v. Affirmation of belief is one of the purposes for which the Shahada phrase
was said in some of these occasions. However, the speaker, the person/s
addressed, and the context should be taken into account.

¢, The contexts in which the Shahada phrase was said are various and it said
for numerous purposes, such as: longing, glorification, astonishment,
love, and attestation, obedience and submission. The Shahada phrase gave
different connotations in different situations, depending on the context
and the purpose of saying it, despite the fact that it is the same phrase.

In conclusion, the researchers recommended conducting further research of the
phrases and the collocations that were used by the Companions in the presence of
the Prophet (Peace be upon him), which can be formed of the same words but said
in different contexts. Finally, the study recommended examining these phrases in
terms of rhetoric, connotation, as well as eloquent meanings.

Keywords: rhetoric, occasion, Shahada, prophetic eloquence
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