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Ethos in the poetry of Antarah ibn Shaddad

Abstract:
The current study aims at elucidatingthe Ethosin Antarah ibn Shaddad Al-Absi as
an effective strategy in the acceptance, affiliation and the confirmation ofits
position. This study aims to achieve this goal through the study of the Ethos
represented in his image in the Arab collective mind at the time of his life and on
the light of his statuswithin his tribe before and after his freedom. The study also
aims to elucidate the poet's rhetorical Ethos, represented bythe image drawn in his
poetry. These two images are in harmony where eachrespond to the other.
Antarah’sservitude, blackness, heroism, chivalry, and his love are considered the
pillars as well asthe authentic mechanisms behind the efficacy and the acceptance
of his poetry.It is observed that relies on two arguments: strength and values. He
relies onthe alternation between them, asking for submission and subjugation in
certain incidents.He also uses persuasion and acceptance in other incidents. All of
this led to the widespreadmention and the strong influence of his poetry. That is
true as the Arab memory had never celebrated a black poet the way it celebrated
Antarah ibn Shaddad Al-Absi.
Keywords: Ethos, Rhetoric Ethos, Antarah ibn Shaddad, Poetry of

Enthusiasm, Pre-Islamic poetry
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