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Abstract:

Southeast Asia is one of the regions most affected by climate changes,
associated disasters from sea level rise, floods, changing rainfall patterns
and others, which threatens food and health security, hampers econom-
ic growth, and leads to political instability.

This study examines the relationship between climate change and the
human security of the region’s population by discussing climate change
in South-East Asia, the impact of climate change on economic, food,
health, political and environmental security in the region, and present-
ing the most prominent responses of States to climate change to min-
imize their impact on these dimensions. The study found that these
changes have negative implications for human security dimensions as
the region’s population is threatened by food insecurity, disease preva-
lence, declining agricultural production, increased migration and dis-
placement, with the potential for internal disturbances and conflicts.
These risks will be further affected by marginalized and vulnerable
groups such as children, the elderly, and people in poor areas because
they have limited capacity to adapt to these changes.

However, the most effective management of climate change can part-
ly mitigate its adverse effects on human security. Strengthening gover-
nance mechanisms, can provide a clear input for improved responses
to insecurity, if governments across Southeast Asia can develop their
capacity to respond, plan and predict climate-induced threats, they will

have great potential to partially manage and mitigate their impacts.
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