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Abstract:

In a landmark event, the largest of its kind since the end of the Second
World War, and nine years after the publication of the first national
security strategy in 2013, the Japanese government approved on De-
cember 16, 2022, a radical review of its new defence policy, adopting a
harsher and more hostile stance towards China, North Korea and Rus-
sia. This review is contained in three key security documents issued by
the Government of Japan, relating to: the National Security Strategy, the
guidance of the National Defence Programme, as well as the Medium
Range Defence Programme, which are the main pillar of the country’s
foreign and security policies. Japan will strengthen its military capa-
bilities over the next five years, by doubling its annual defence budget,
consolidating its military command and increasing the range of its mis-
siles, including the capacity to launch counter-attacks. There are many
motives and considerations behind Japan’s significant transformation
of its defence policy, which has provoked strong regional and interna-
tional reactions, and Japan's new defence policy has reflected a range of
connotations, as well as facing several important challenges. This will be

elaborated upon in this report.
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