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""The Depiction of the Calf’s Birth in Tombs of the

Old and Middle Kingdoms"*
Dr. Abdullah Abdel Halim Abdel Moktader Bassyouni

Abstract:

The Egyptian tombs were full of many drawings of
animals to express the ancient Egyptian domestication of
these animals for various purposes such as protecting him,
and benefiting from them in his life. Among these animals
were cows, which he used in agricultural work and
considered them a symbol of motherhood using them to get
milk and giving birth to small calves. The tombs became a
record depicting the life of animals, and among these
portrayals were the drawings of the birth of calves. Thus, the
young calf was associated in the ancient Egyptian thought
with the sun, so he linked the birth of the calf to the sunrise.
Moreover, he imagined the sun in the form of a golden calf in
the sky, which his mother gives birth to in the morning, and
it grows during the day until it becomes a bull. Most of the
scenes were of the shepherd pulling the young calf from the
cow with his hand, and behind him, the supervisor stood
giving him advice. The researcher was able to list 19 scenes
of the birth process, 16 scenes from the Old Kingdom era and
three scenes dating back to the Middle Kingdom era.
Through these scenes, it is possible to identify the identity of
the shepherd who is responsible for the generation of cows,
because shepherds are a class of peasants who are
responsible for everything related to animals, including
animal health care and the birth process.

Keywords: birth - cow - calf - shepherd.
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1 D. Paton, "dnimals of Ancient Egypt, Materials for a ‘Sign List’ of
Egyptian Hieroglyphs: E", San Antonio: Van Siclen Books, 1994, p. 7.
>WB. 1, 469, 4.

% L. H. Lesko, "A Dictionary of Late Egyptian, Second Edition™, Vol. I,
(Island, 2004), p. 128.

“Wb. I, 469, 4- 11.

®> W. Belinda Ann, "Ancient Egyptian fauna: a lexicographical study",
(Durham University, 1991), p. 39.

® Wh. 11, 140, 8.

"Wh. 11, 429, 8.

 Wh. 1, 469, 6.

° Wh. 1, 481, 1-11.

19\ Belinda Ann, "Ancient Egyptian fauna", p. 35.

" WB. 1,331, 16

12W. Belinda Ann, "Ancient Egyptian fauna", p. 34.
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J. F. Nunn, "Ancient Egyptian Medicine", (London, 1996), pp. 33- 35.
21 B. A. Abedellaah and others, "Veterinary Surgery and Gynecology in
the Ancient Egypt", Assiut Veterinary Medical Journal, Vol. 65 No.
162 July, 2019, p. 130;
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22 H. T. Lopes and R. G. Pereira, "The Gynaecological Papyrus
Kahun", (Portugal, 2021), p. 24.
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24 \W. Belinda Ann, "Ancient Egyptian fauna”, p. 34
2 M. Ezz, "A Study of Animal Motherhood Scenes in the Private
Tombs in Ancient Egypt, Journal of Association of Arab Universities
for Tourism and Hospitality”, Volume 11, N°. 1, 2014, pp. 33-34.
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M. Ezz, "A Study of Animal Motherhood Scenes, pp. 33-34.
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27 J. Baines& J. Malek " Culture Atlas of Ancient Egypt”, (New- York,
1980), p. 197; G. Steindorff, "Das Grab des Ti", (Leipzig, 1913),pl.
118, M. Ezz, "A Study of Animal Motherhood Scenes”, p. 33
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% p_ Montet, "Les scénes de la vie privée dans les tombeaux égyptiens

de I'ancien Empire, (Oxford, 1925), p. 99.

%1 G. Steindorff, "Das Grab des Ti", pl. 118, M. Ezz, "A Study of

Animal Motherhood Scenes", p. 33.

%2p_Montet, "Les scénes de la vie privée", p. 99.

% A. M. Roth, A Cemetery of Palace Attendants, including G2084-

2099, G2230, 2231, and G2240, In: Giza Mastabas, V. 6, Edited by:

Peter Der Manuelian and William Kelly Simpson, (Boston, 1995), fig.

204; M. Ezz, "A Study of Animal Motherhood Scenes™, p. 33.
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A. M. Roth, Giza Mastabas, V. 6, pp. 163-166.

% |dem, Giza Mastabas, V. 6, p. 164.

% M. Ezz, "A Study of Animal Motherhood Scenes", p. 33.

% K. R. Weeks, "Mastabas of Cemetery g 6000, Including G 6010

(Neferbauptah); G 6020 (lymery); G 6030 (Ilty); G 6040

(Shepseskafankh) in: Giza Mastabas”, V. 5, Edited by Peter Der

Manuelian and William Kelly Simpson, (Boston, 1994), fig. 34, pl. 17.
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Chnumhotep, Archéologische verdffentlichunge 21, Mainz am
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“LPM. 111, Part 2, P. 643.
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56 W. K. Simpson, Giza Mastabas, V. 4, p. 20.
" N. Kanawati,"The Rock Tombs of ElI Hawawish, The cemetery of
Akhmim", part. 11, (Sydney, 1981), fig.20.
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N. de.G. Davies, "The Rock Tombs of Deir EI Gebrawi", part.ll, Tomb

of Zau and Tombs of the Northern Group, In: Archaeological Survey of

Egypt. Memoir.12, Edited by. F. LI. Griffith, (London, 1902), pp. 19-

21.

59 N. de. G. Davies, "The Rock Tombs of Deir EI Gebrawi", part. 11, pl.

xix; M. Ezz, "A Study of Animal Motherhood Scenes”, p. 33.

% N. de. G. Davies, "The Rock Tombs of Deir El Gebrawi, part. I, pp.

23-25.

1 W. M. Petrie, "Deshasheh, pl. XVI1.
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PM. IV, P. 122; W. M. Petrie, "Deshasheh, p. 44.

% L. H. Lesko, "A Dictionary of Late Egyptian", p. 53.

% W. M. Petrie, "Deshasheh, p. 45.

65 C. Ziegler, "Catalogue des stéles, peintures et relief's égyptiens de

I’Ancien Empire et de La Premiére Période Intermédiaire période

intermédiaire : vers 2686-2040 avant J.-C./Musée du Louvre

Département des antiquités égyptiennes« (Paris, 1990), pl. 20.
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PM. 111, Part.2, p. 646.

%7 C. Ziegler, "Catalogue des stéles”, pp. 129-130.

% N. F. Shehab, "The identity of the cattle", P. 89.
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"ON. F. Shehab, "The identity of the cattle", pp. 89, 102.

"L P. Montet, Les scénes de la vie privée, p. 99; N. F. Shehab, "“The
identity of the cattle”, P. 89.

2 N. de. G. Davies, "The Rock Tombs of Deir El Gebrawi, part.1,
Tomb of the ABA and Smaller Tombs of the Southern Group, In:
Archaeological Survey of Egypt.11, Edited by. F. LI. Griffith, (London,
1902), pl. XI.
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" N. de. G. Davies, "The Rock Tombs of Deir El Gebrawi, part.1, p.

17.

> P. Montet, "Les scénes de la vie privée", p.99;
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® H. Junker, Die mastaba des Kai- em- anch, Grabungen auf dem

Friedhof des Alten Reiches bei den Pyramiden von Giza In: Giza .1V,

Band IV, (Vienna & Leipzig, 1940), pl. XII.
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®H. Junker, Giza .IV, Band IV, p. 81.

® W. K. Simpson, Giza Mastabas, V. 4, part. I, Pl. I, fig. 22; M. Ezz,

“A Study of Animal Motherhood Scenes", p. 36.
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W.K. Simpson, Giza Mastabas, V. 4, part. I, pp. 7-13.
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8 1dem, Giza Mastabas, V. 4, part. I, p. 11.

8 F L. Griffith and P. E. Newberry, EI —Bersheh. II, In:

Archaeological survey of Egypt. 4, (London, 1898), pl. xiv
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F. L. Griffith and P. E. Newberry, El —Bersheh. 11, In: Archaeological

survey of Egypt. 4, (London, 1898), p. 30.
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8 F. L. Griffith and P. E. Newberry, El —Bersheh. II, p. 33.

% A. M. Blackman, The Rock Tombs of Meir, V. I, the Tomb-Chapel of
Ukh-Hotp s son Senbi, In: Archaeological Survey of Egypt Edited by F.
Li. Griffith, (London, 1914), pl. x, p. 33.
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8 A. M. Blackman, The Rock Tombs of Meir, V. I, pl. x, p. 33.
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PM. IV, P. 251; A. M. Blackman, the Rock Tombs of Meir, V. I, pp. 1-
10.
%L A. M. Blackman, "The Rock Tombs of Meir", V. 111, the tomb-chapel
of Ukh-Hotp son of Ukh-Hotp and Mersi , B, N°. 4,in: Archaeological
survey of Egypt. 24 , (London, 1915), pl. IV.
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% s. A. Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar, Being an introduction to the

study of Hieroglyphs, (Oxford, 1957), p. 447, (no. A 47); Wb. 11, 74, 2-

5.

% Wb. 11, 279, 1.
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193 p_Montet, Les scénes de la vie privée, p. 99.
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195 b Montet, Les scénes de la vie privée , p. 99; N. F. Shehab, "The
identity of the cattle”, P. 89
% W. K. Simpson, Giza Mastabas, V. 4, part. 1, p. 20.
197 D, Meeks, "Année Lexicographique Egypte ancienne, | *, (Paris,
1980), p. 77;
1% p Montet, "Les scénes de la vie privée”, p. 100, fig. 20.
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