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The Concept of the hostile and Pro-Human Lion’s
Force in the Civilizations of Egypt and the Ancient
near East: A Comparative Archaeological
Civilization study
Fatma Abdelghany Salem

Abstract:

The study aims to express the ancient human
perspective towards the lion animal in drawings, inscriptions
and sculptures in ancient Egypt and the ancient Near East,
sometimes it seemed like a part of the hostile nature that
targeted man with its evil and violent power, so the ancient
man’s struggle with nature aimed to eliminate predators that
threaten his life and threaten the herds of livestock that
formed his main source of strength. At other times, lion
appeared as a pro- human force, where- in the imagination of
ancient man-he performed a set of functional roles for the
benefit of the group as a formidable force that supports the
group and supports it in its conflicts with hostile forces. The
lion has been associated with a number of cosmic forces as a
symbol of them, so the idea of deification of this animal
appeared through borrowing some gods for its image and
form, regardless of the position taken by these gods from
man, they were in a state of constant interaction with Man,
they may take a hostile position as Sekhmet, for example, or
take a loyal position like the idol Tutu in Egypt, who crushes
enemies under him and protects the sacred boat. Since the
lion is a solar animal, it is possible that it symbolizes not only
destruction and death at night, but also the new birth in the
morning.

*Associate Professor, Faculty of Archeology, South Valley
University. Email : Fatma.Salem@arch.svu.edu.eg,
Ft322619@gmail.com
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The research tries to answer the following guestions:
*How the lion appeared as a force hostile to the ancient man
in his drawings, sculptures and works of art.

* Methods of artistic expression of the lion as a pro-human
force in the ancient Near East.

* The intellectual foundations on which the depiction of the
lion was based in the two previous cases.

» What are the similarities or differences in the ancient human
perspective of the lion animal in the regions of the Near East,
and what are the differences that occurred in this perspective
under the influence of the development that followed the
thought of ancient man.

Key words: The Lion animal - hostile force - loyal force -
Civilizations of Egypt - Ancient Near East.
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