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Apostrophe in Ancient Egyptian Texts
Dr. Abdelbaset Riad Mohamed Riad

Abstract:

Ancient Egypt used language and terminology as
expressive tools for implicit concepts and meanings that are
sometimes straightforward or hidden. This research deals
with a linguistic term in the ancient Egyptian language,
which is Apostrophe, which was used for descriptive
expression, whether for a gesture, a realistic movement with
significance, or a metaphor. The research also aims to study
the linguistic vocabulary that expresses Apostrophe, and how
it showed the ability of the ancient Egyptian to describe its
varying degrees, and what it represents in terms of the
impact, as well as the implicit meanings and their diversity
according to the context.

Keywords:
Apostrophe, turning, turn away, paying attention, heed,
Ancient Egypt.
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"4 Urk. 1V, 971,4-5.

"* Breasted, ARE. II, 299.

HspSallier IV, Vs. 5,4-5; GARDINER., A. Late Egyptian Miscellanies,

Bibliotheca Aegyptiaca VII, Bruxelles 1937, 92.15.
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CAMINOS, Late Egyptian Miscellanies, 251 (17,4 mAa).

18CAMINOS, Late Egyptian Miscellanies, 350.

9pSallier IV, Vs. 5,5-6; GARDINER, Late Egyptian Miscellanies, 92. 16-17.
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1200Q0riental Institute 12074, vs. 9-10; GUGLIELMI, W.: «EineLehre fiir einen
reiselustigen Sohn (Ostrakon Oriental Institute 12074)», WeltOr 14, 1983, 149, 9-
10.
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GUGLIELMI, W.: «Eine Lehre fiir einen reiselustigen Sohn, 153; GOEDICKE,
H.: «Menna's Lament», RdE 38, 1987, 65; KITCHEN, K. Ramesside
inscriptions: Translations VI, Ramesses IV to XI and contemporaries. Oxford,
2012, 168.
2THEODORIDES, «DE LA PRETENDUE EXPRESSION JURIDIQUE pn¢ r
mdt», RdE 19, 1967, 115.
123pChester Beatty IV, rt. 8,4-5; GARDINER, A.H., Hieratic Papyri in the
British Museum, Third Series, Chester Beatty Gift, II, Plates, London 1935, pl.
XV, 8,4-5.
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125GARDINER, Hieratic Papyri in the British Museum, 32.

126 KRI. II, 135,14.

127 KRITA. 11, 21.
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128pChester Beatty IV, rt. 11,10-11; GARDINER, Hieratic Papyri in the British
Museum, 1II, pl. XVII, 11,10-11.
GARDINER, Hieratic Papyri in the British Museum, 34.
130 pChester Beatty IV, rt. 9,10-10,1; GARDINER, Hieratic Papyri in the British
Museum, 1II, pl. XVI, 9,10-10,1.
BIGARDINER, Hieratic Papyri in the British Museum, 33.
132pAnstasi II, 9,6; GARDINER, Late- Egyptian Miscellanies, Bibliotheca
Aegyptiaca VII, Bruxelles, 1937, 18,4-5.

2l shall sl eleall ravsy o el & ) ¢ sl 2 garall i€ il 138 eday 17p3 sdm n <8 nef
CAMINOS, Late Egyptian Miscellanies, 60 (9,6).
I¥CAMINOS, Late Egyptian Miscellanies, 59.
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136p Anastasi IV, 12,7-12,8; GARDINER, Late- Egyptian Miscellanies, 48 (8).
Jsendl g da) sl 3lalic dald plaudd Ly 3 gasal ™Y
HWB, 42987.
€Oy piiuy Srey Blwll D8 4 el paada e Al hnr 28 CAMINQS el M7
5 Al g ay pre S el 55l Jasi i 5 AY) Leailaa s cler i A bl Blaw g Ludlai
3 eIl ladial 5l 5 A8 ja (e pad) ey Loy Gl (Y ially Bl jelie pe i Bl
W jiie) 85 cdon 4 sy s hwl el 483 se alu Jual <13 24K il HOCH 15 ¢ sedl
clhaall ki) AU e 5y 5a Wil 5 WARD o s Goaadl ol (el 38 5a e s
oelldcile ol &8s 455 KEES Gy o s I3 TR e il (5 padll
CAMINOS, Late Egyptian Miscellanies, 191; HOCH, JAMES E.: Semitic
Words in Egyptian Texts of the New Kingdom and Third Intermediate Period
Prineeton, New Jersey: Prineeton University Press 1994, 230, No.320; WARD,
W.: «A New Look at Semitic Personal Names and Loanwords in Egyptian»,
CdE 71, 1996, 28; KEES, H.: «Ein alter Gotterhymnus als Begleittext zur
Opfertafel», ZAS 57, no. 1, 1992, 114.
139CAMINOS, Late Egyptian Miscellanies, 188.
ek SUB s o 4l ST pAr nef DADEL Giacaye Wla e QB Gl gy a8,
pEdwin smith, VII,16; BREASTED, The Edwin Smith Surgical Papyrus, 279.
4pChester Beatty I, vs, C 1,6, FOX, M., Song of Songs and the Ancient
Egyptian Love Songs, Madison 1985, 394.
12 FOX, Song of Songs, 56, No. 31i.
WEQX, Song of Songs, 56, No. 31h.
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WEQX, Song of Songs, 52; HWB, 385, 13910.

145 BORGHOUTS, J.F., Review: «Posener, G.: Catalogue des ostraca hiératiques

littéraires de Deir el Médineh, III, Nos. 1267 a 1675, DFIFAO 20, Le Caire

1977-1980», CdE 58, 115-116, 1983, 114.

4oDeM 1675, vs.18; POSENER, G. Catalogue des ostraca hiératiques

littéraires de Deir el Médineh, III, Nos. 1267 a 1675, DFIFAO 20, Le Caire

1977-1980, pl. LXXXIV.
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D. VAN DER PLAS, L'Hymne a la crue du Nil, EgUit 4, Leiden 1986, 179, No.

930; FISCHER-ELFERT, H.-W.: Literarische Ostraka der Ramessidenzeit in

Ubersetzung, KAT, Wiesbaden 1986, 58.
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D. VAN DER PLAS, L'Hymne a la crue du Nil, 63-64.

1499 FJ[SCHER-ELFERT.: Literarische Ostraka, 58.

150 KRI. 11, 64,13.
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15IKRITA. 11, 9.
12THE EPIGRAPHIC SURVEY, «Medinet Habu, Earlier Historical Records of
Ramses IlI», OIP 8, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1930, pl.
XXXIV.

KRI. VI, 13, 3. .labaall (52 g2 Ll (il (5 1S dan 5l 3585 e WY
154Cairo JdE 2774, 6; KRI. VI, 16, 14-15.
155 Wh. I, 452,7.

15 KRITA. VI, 17.
7 Urk. IV, 971,8.
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B8 ECD., 177.

19The stela of Sebek-khu, 4; PEET, T.: The Stela of Sebek-khu, Manchester
Museum Handbooks75, 1914, pl. 1I, 4; Sethe, K.: Aegyptische Lesestiicke
Gebrauch im akademischen Unterricht, Leipzig, 1928, 83 (13-14).

160The stela of Sebek-khu, 4; Peet, The Stela of Sebek-khu, pl. II, 4; pBerlin
3022, 57-58; BLACKMAN, A. M., Middle-Egyptian Stories: 1. The Story of
Sinuhue 2. The Shipwrecked Sailor: Bibliotheca Aegyptiaca II, La Fondation
Egyptologique Reine Elisabeth, Brussels, 1972, 19(13), 20(1); KOCH, R., Die
Erzahlung des Sinuhe, in: BAe. 17, Bruxelles 1990, 34 (5-10).
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161ISCHIPPERN, B.: «Von der Lehre des Sehetep-jb-Re’ zur Loyalistischen
Lehre.” Uberlegungen zur Uberlieferungsgeschichte loyalistischer Aussagen»,
ZAS 125, 1998, 161-179.

1e2pLouvre E 4864, rt. 4,8; POSENER, G., L'enseignement loyaliste. Sagesse
égyptienne du Moyen Empire. Geneva: Droz, 1976, 144;
https://collections.louvre.fr/ark:/53355/c1010002796

165The stela of Sebek-khu, 4; Peet, The Stela of Sebek-khu, pl. II, 4; SETHE,
Aegyptische Lesestiicke, 83 (13-14).

164pBerlin 3022, 57-58; BLACKMAN, Middle-Egyptian Stories, 19(13), 20(1);
KOCH, Die Erzdhlung des Sinuhe, 34 (5-10).

1SLICHTHEIM, M., Ancient Egyptian, II, 225.

16GARDINER, A., Notes on the Story of Sinuhe, Paris, 1916, 35, No, 57-58.
17GARDINER, Notes on the Story of Sinuhe, 35, GOEDICKE, H.: «The
Encomium of Sesostris I», SAK 12, 1985, 14.
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168GARDINER, Notes on the Story of Sinuhe, 35, no. 58.

1WLICHTHEIM, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, II, 225.

1WGOEDICKE, «The Encomium of Sesostris I, 14.

171 The stela of Sebek-khu, 4; Eric Peet, The Stela of Sebek-khu, pl. I,4; SETHE,

Aegyptische Lesestiicke, 83 (13-14).

172KRI. I, 69,12.

13KRITA. I, 59.
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HELCK, Die Lehre des Djedefthor und die Lehre eines Vaters an seinen Sohn,

38; FECIIT, G.: « Schicksalsgottinnen nnd Konig in der "Lehre eines Mannes
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fiir seinen Sohn", ZAS 105, 1978, 17; FISCHER-ELFERT, H.: «Neue Fragmente

zur Lehre eines Mannes fiir seinen Sohn», (P. BM EA 10775 und P. BM

EA10778), JEA 84, 1998, 88.

7pLouvre E 4864, rt. 4,8.

176Urk. IV, 85,10.

YT KRI. 11, 150, 13-14; KRITA. I, 28.
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PEET, The Stela of Sebek-khu, 9; Urk. IV, 1292,7.
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182KRI. 11, 123,14.
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184 KRI. 11, 228, 6-11.

185 KRITA. 11, 82.

18spBM EA 10474, rt. 22,17-18; BUDGE, E. A.: The Teaching of Amen-Em-Apt,

Son of Kanekht, London, 1924, 223-224; LAISNEY, V.P.-M.: I'enseignement

d'aménémopé, (studia pohl: series maior 19), Roma 2007, 355.

187aa y¥iph .«aaley GBladl 138 &

IVERSEN, ERIK.: <xAmenemope: Some suggestions», ZAS 123, no. 1, 1996, 41.

Al ) G r el G e a5 Ll V) (s aay km AalS) alinall el Of (e a8 ) oM
(o aa il /iy Jre 250

IVERSEN, «Amenemope», 41, No.4.

IVERSEN, «Amenemope», 41.
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GRIFFITH, F. L.: «<The Teaching of Amenophis the Son of Kanakht. Papyrus
B.M. 10474», JEA 12, No. 3, 1926, 219.
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1% pBM 10051, 5,10-6,1; Derchain, Le Papyrus Salt 825, 58.
¥ipBerlin 3025, B2, 63-64.

Aullae e g2 ol Bl g a1 n Gisa dadtws
GARDINER, A. H.: «<The Eloquent Peasant», JEA.9, No. 1/2, 1923, 19, No.8.
193 LACAU, P.: «Une stele juridique de karnak», SASAE 13, 1949, 5.
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194Cairo JdE 52453, 21; LACAU, «Une stele juridique de karnak», 37.
195Cairo JdE 52453, 21; LACAU, «Une stele juridique de karnak», 37; HELCK,
W., Historisch-biographische Texte der 2. Zwischenzeit und neue Texte der
18. Dynastie, 2. iiberarbeitete Auflage, KAT 6.1, Wiesbaden 1983, 68.
196 LACAU, «Une stele juridique de karnak», 38.
197pChester Beatty 1II, vs. 10,5-10,6; GARDINER, Late Egyptian Stories, 36 (1);
GARDINER, Hieratic Papyri in the British Museum, Third Series, Chester
Beatty Gift, II, Plates, London 1935, 11, pl. IV (5-6).

A il ol UL g o i g 4l )5S Gl s Sy juaal clale J8 (e dleall Cran i
GARDINER, Hieratic Papyri in the British Museum, 5.
199 GARDINER, Hieratic Papyri in the British Museum, 5; LICHTHEIM.:
Ancient Egyptian Literature, II, 213.
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200 PEET, The Stela of Sebek-khu, 1914, 9.
200 KRUCHTEN, JM.: Le Décret d'Horemheb, Traduction, commentaire
épigraphique, philologique et institutionnel, Bruxelles, Editions de
1'Université de Bruxelles, 1981, 53.
22pBerlin 3022, 58; BLACKMAN, Middle-Egyptian Stories, 20(1); KOCH, R.,
Die Erzahlung des Sinuhe, 34 (10).
205GARDINER, Notes on the Story of Sinuhe, 35; GOEDICKE, «The Encomium
of Sesostris I», 14.
2GRAJETZKI, W.: «Late Middle Kingdom», UCLA Encyclopedia of
Egyptology, Los Angeles, 2013, 1.
205 PEET, T.: The Stela of Sebek-khu, 5.
26The stela of Sebek-khu, 4; PEET, The Stela of Sebek-khu, pl. I, 4; SETHE, K.:
Aegyptische Lesestiicke, 83 (13-14).
sle uadll Peet puisg Wh. 11, 59 gl Sy (Saa s 9ad a9 &b a5 hrzj hzw Y
eb Al Y1 dgal sall e 1 cdga s sa sl o) Le ST QTL;T}M\QAUJJLAA}!\ ui@ud
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UrK. 1V, 85,10; PEET, The Stela of Sebek-khu, 9.
208 PEET, The Stela of Sebek-khu, 5.
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2pChester Beatty VIII, vs. 7,6, GARDINER, A.H., Hieratic Papyri in the

British Museum, 1I, pl. XLVI, vs. 7,6.

210 Wh. II, 179,1; LESKO, A Dictionary of Late Egyptian, II, 2¢d, USA, 2004, 218.

211 Gardiner, Hieratic Papyri in the British Museum, I, 74.
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Whb. II, 179,1; LESKO, A Dictionary of Late Egyptian, 218; Gardiner, Hieratic

Papyri in the British Museum, I, 74.
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23oBerlin P 11247, rt. 4; KRI. I1I, 533, 4.
2AUSTIN, A.: Contending with illness in ancient Egypt: A textual and
osteological study of health care at Deir el-Medina, PhD, University of
California, Los Angeles, 2014, 46.
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pLeiden I 370, vs. 19; AUSTIN, Contending with illness in ancient Egypt, 46.
216 AUSTIN, Contending with illness in ancient Egypt, 43.
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27JE 31408 (CG 34025), vs. 11; SPIEGELBERG, «Der Siegeshymnus des
Merneptah», 3; KRI. IV, 15,11.

28SPIEGELBERG, «Der Siegeshymnus des Merneptah», 13; LICHTHEIM, M.,
Ancient Egyptian Literature, 11, 75; KRITA. 1V, 13.

2SPIEGELBERG, W.: «Der Siegeshymnus des Merneptah», 18, no.27.
20LICHTHEIM, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, II, 78, no. 7.

2ipPetersburg 1116 B, vs, 53; HELCK, W.: Die Prophezeiung des Nfr.ti, KAT.
II, Wiesbaden, 1970, 45; BLUMENTHAL, E.: «Die Prophezeiung des Neferty»,
ZAS 109, 1982, 5.

22THEODORIDES, A.: Le testament dans 1'Egypte ancienne, RIDA, 17, 1970,
127, n. 47

23GARDINER, The Admonitions of an Egyptian Sage, 103.
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24GARDINER, A. H.: Egyptian Grammar: Being an Introduction to the Study
of Hieroglyphs, 3 edit., Oxford 1973, 411, no.2.
25SEIDL, E.: Einfithrung in die dgyptische Rechtsgeschichte bis zum Ende des
Neuen Reiches, Agyptologische Forschungen 10, Gliickstadt, 1951, 59;
GARDINER, Egyptian Grammar, 411.
26SEIDL, Einfiihrung in die dgyptische Rechtsgeschichte bis zum Ende des
Neuen Reiches, 59.
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OMAR, H. «THE ROYAL DECREES OF THE NEW KINGDOMb»,
International Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Management 1, No. 2, 2018,
100.
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28Horemheb decree, 37; PFLUGER, KURT.: «The Edict of King Haremhab»,

JNES 5, no. 4, 1946, pl. III (37); Urk. IV, 2153,15; KRUCHTEN, Le Décret

d'Horemheb, 128.

29PFLUGER, «The Edict of King Haremhab», 264; HELCK, W.: «Das Dekret

des Konigs Haremheb», ZAS 80, 1955, 122.
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