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A Critical Review of Credit Hours System in the Egyptian
Universities: Is There Any Alternative?

Abstract

The current study aimed to provide a “critical analytical review" of the literature
that highlighted the features of the credit hours system, and monitored the negatives
and criticisms that were directed against it, as evidenced by some American studies
and reports issued by the official authorities, in addition to studies that dealt with the
current situation of this system and the problems it suffers from in Egyptian
universities. Accordingly, the second part of the study aimed to search for an
"already approved" alternative in advanced education systems that addresses the
flaws in the credit hours system, and to provide a proposed vision of how to adopt it
and apply it in Egyptian university education. The study concluded that: The
application of the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) as
an alternative to the credit hours system, with the need for a set of prerequisites as
guarantees of its success, is the best and most correct alternative. The study used the
descriptive approach in monitoring and analyzing the benefits and advantages that
encourage its application as an alternative to the European Credit Transfer and
Accumulation System by taking advantage of modern educational literature,
proposing the prerequisites in the legislative field and educational policy, the
organizational field, education, and infrastructure, perhaps the most prominent of
which is: reconsidering some of the provisions of the current Universities
Organization Law or deleting them in line with the application of the European
points system, enhancing the independence of universities to enable them to choose
the teaching system that suits them in the light of flexible controls, aligning the
human cadres necessary for the application of ECTS in quantity and quality, and
finally : restructuring programs and curricula, while allowing more space for the skill
and practical aspects received by students against the knowledge aspects, and linking
them to the requirements of the labor market and achieving sustainable development.

Keywords: Credit Hours System, The European Credit Transfer and Accumulation
System, Egyptian University Education, Tuning Methodology, Quality
Enhancement, Internationalization University Education.
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Ao gtiall dradatll i) e 1ae daalyd Bang ol Jasige JSI ccallls JSI AU sleY) i (2)
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sas sl bl dlae L elgas Gld Jlon DI el ey LLawY) aladi) o miien duanlSY Gy
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(Axdsiall uleally Genlaally Calaal) aadl el s L macasi e aclaa. ]
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-(Beneitone, 2014,p. 4)
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celld gay Aug )Y poleill alas Caliden Galiy Gga sk 8)ata (ag 8 (e WS) LS alaiall LgauiS)
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-(Wihlborg, 2019,p.141)
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(N 525-1990) Gle 05D Hlae LECTS alas b oyl woisil Al yokill (4) Jsaa

dgli- 2009 2009-2004 2004-1993 1992-1990
Sl
Al Augiall 35 Agiall Ll
Ol gal)
Gy clayll s | 0= %10 Jumdl = A 710 Jeadl) e = A Ul (e %25 Juadl = 1
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AU 9430 4w = C ) . . . el 42
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psdhis Gilsh La L 925 = D %30 L) =2 =C Craalill GO
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aidll — elan) ol Ll o L) i )~ jaall sda uSan of s S (18 = <2018
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G ol jie (e 4y Le Pla (e QLS llgall 4aluss 482l 03¢] dagh ) la)lediinly Lelaiayg
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.(Biesta, 2021,p.59)
Gl sl pshiy ZOlay Gadsai Ve aay ECTS sl of (558 " (ANtUNES "Lssuishil’ L
Bugs il ungial) 2lad) ot Cum el lail Ao s £ 80 Sy g cJandd ) (el G Al
& bl dacsal) ol 1 mie DA e W)y BiSH5e ol Sy Lo daahall @) jaall
Gaksi o (58 (Karseth a8 Wl caalas cuw 19981 alaill dhlew of Karran'obls' g o
lgalpal ol o ) lal) liassga o ng addy pail) (3aiasl Gyg i Wlae culs ECTS ol
. (Bouckaert and Kools, 2018,p.32)Jlxé IS g 5¥) allail) duisil L3yl

Baga Oawad Can "Re—engineeringdiall aseall 550" ey ECTS allas 3aakai Sin (u’ Ciuss
Glaal ¢ lealy dusbis Gacyd Wilae] P e dylaY) cililead) GliSy Lpaaleilly Lo fill Cllenll
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zisall (i i a0’ cplal celld e Slad Lapadetl) Aubid) Jlae 8 Lladl
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Ghlgall (10 de ganal Qllall QL) & dua GJJJSSWJJ\&_}JM\}\&.}\J;}“&W&S&JM
Al AUl Gl ¢ JBa) Juw Ao —lgine EDE Gagah I da s cul€ 13l L dalally dalad) il
oamdill el (Sl agh Hleds) tdumnads soyliy Galals alalyl : e Bali 06 o cany JoY) ol
8y3al) ¢dlanll Blasl) Clge 8 LontiSall Cilaglaally d8pnall Caplagi tdoe @l diliacads (Al ad)l)
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Gty Jg¥) alall LS QOLaS) dayy cLUSH o Gl p g paiesall alaill Gabad Cpermy Ly ¢alaly
Jae (b GonluaY) A jaal) aant lgd iy g 4B daalyal) Aialls GLaDU L) Jayd ddagiunal) 4alys
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.(University of Deusto,2014,p.26) &l dudyll clgiudl jlas e ddagioa)
L e dali g8 « ECTS alail Gy Lowhall @lyjially clansl) Guysi Ayl dacills W
st Lhahaanll s3a alg M8 <Democratization of teaching and learning "aleall 4kl e’ covy
Lleall 8 Jadh xS bl 0)909 alaiall bt Gy cdpalaill Ldeall Hona g8 alaall aid ()5S =gl
) 3D Gl JeLall ga alaialls olaia¥) (6 5 abeil dilec jyna oo alaiall ()5S Uy dnadell
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.2022,p.587; lloanya, 2017,p.258)
ol g Lol L 3l ¥ ECTS i b aleilly adeill Jiee o el woldall slias)
AT Byding Allad ASHAL gaaTs Uy cpgle A5 A LA b AL gl Lawdly (DU sl
Ollabiall Adilly palil) dguy Cua ¢ Cpalatially Gpalaall o JS1 daddasg dlga dpaled L & DS
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alai cllee 8 Sl sale daaia¥) (158 e B llg Alll) uilgal) ans o)liie) b auay ¢
Basas Laalets dalert Aaif 2l Maete) (2 ¢ cpmnles Cplia (g0 Yy Cplads (S5l oLty (DU
Ovalaally GOl Baaa lgal cpat (3 ¢lapuits Jadll Al davnsall Gl Lo 55 of oSa
Loadl SAIL ol e Jedlly Gaaa 38 alanll 1S 13) Le aSTl alad 520 (e aitil] lasia) (4 ¢culalSllg
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da Al Sagal
padaall el)s JB e adde Gl i) o cduadsd duswge IS @le o B3al) Glaia Ao ad
Gilcsge 10337 Al Slehal) poen A3 Bagall Glaa Jady - Ligle Llee (8 ALl ol b
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Gabadlly Laladl) ae Cus doa)ll gy Al msilly ailly Gapully sl Lalal Gl L
(EHEA) (Teichler, Lag)ygY) Sl palanll dalasal By Ginylag S0 B gal) laria dug yo¥) g sill
7oty Laaleil) Lgaalys B3ga Guend o Gilaassgall ECTS alail il sl ac by .2017,p.6)
Jia) Dosliall auil) Cilides DA (40 8292l ECTS aldas aladiad (jlaca cang ¢ by - cailaill LSha
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-Wihlborg, 2019,p.35)
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sl aaail AU Apia3l) 85l ccaputl) 5l Cagayl) Ve g U) Adjedd Ganlie Bac aladia) K
e Oslansy dingivall aleill il (DUl goay Lovie Yixd ateill malipl) il Koy L Adagiosdl)
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S les pam Y a8 gl el malid) shial e gjad Jlab e Uadads et Al yealially cililaal)
2415 Baga ant] A0 pdigall aladind (Say Bagdiall Al Gaiad e DUl Bac Ll A4Sl
:(Sugrue and Solbrekke, 2017,p-141) o5 ,9¥) Jalial) allas
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(Robson& Wihlborg, syl sasall daaii dlacy (Ol cllaadley damlally Llslal
.2019,p.35)

((anl) Bylag LUl clielly aleill gl Gl 8 La) dsadedl) ) j2ally gaball Aullad ani dind
sl 3] e DU Laiasl) 5538l eyl o) Cagunyl) CVama gLl A jeal Gulie sae aladinl K
e Osbanss Aiagioall alell glss (DUl iy Lovie Yiad cadedll malipll ltel (K Adagiosdl
oans olad il ddaal) 381 ae el bl 8 4l Jalade ga LS duslhaall M gally clalaicY)
S lesaai Y 8 5 el malil) ehal (g gad Jlad e Uadads (et Al pealially illesl)
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(Brogger, 2019,p.153 ;Sugrue and Solbrekke, 2017,p.141; Teichler, 9y Jalal) alas
:2017,p.6)
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: (Clarke et al., 2018,p.3; Robson & Wihlborg, 2019,p.128) L L slelye cany
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