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The Level of Awareness of Autism Spectrum Disorder among Female
Student’ Teachers on Department of Early Childhood

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the level of awareness among female students'
teachers in the Early Childhood Department about autism spectrum disorder (ASD)
in the following dimensions: general knowledge of ASD, key symptoms and
indicators of ASD, and effective evidence-based practices used with children with
ASD. The study utilized a descriptive-analytical approach, and the population
consisted of all preservice female teachers in the Early Childhood Department at
Taif University during the academic year 2023. A questionnaire was used as an
instrument and was distributed to a sample of 388 teachers. The questionnaire
consisted of 33 items divided into three main dimensions of the study.

The study reported the following results: the overall level of awareness among
female teachers in the Early Childhood Department regarding all dimensions of the
study was moderate, with a percentage of correct answers equal to 50.73%.
Awareness of the symptoms and key indicators of ASD ranked first, with a
moderate level of awareness and a percentage of correct answers equal to 61.20%.
Awareness of effective evidence-based practices used with children with ASD
ranked second, with a moderate level of awareness and a percentage of correct
answers equal to 51.83%. Finally, general knowledge of ASD ranked third and
last, with a percentage of correct answers equal to 39.20%, falling within the low
level. The study also found that the prevalence of common misconceptions among
female student teachers in the Early Childhood Department about ASD was low,
with a percentage of incorrect answers equal to 25.62%. The results showed that
the level of unknown conceptions about ASD among female student teachers in the
Early Childhood Department was low, with a percentage equal to 23.7%.

Key words: Autism Spectrum Disorder, The level of Awareness, Female student’
teachers.
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