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Abstract
The role of preservice teacher training programs in improving
student teachers’ attitudes towards inclusive education.

Elsayed Elshabrawi Ahmed Hassanein
Assistant professor, Mental Health Department, College of Education,
Al-Azhar University, Cairo

The current study explored the effectiveness of teaching a course titled
"inclusive classrooms" in changing the attitudes of female student teachers of
the college of education at Qatar University towards inclusive education. 36
female students participated in the study (17 primary education students - 19
secondary education students). The Multidimensional Attitudes toward
Inclusive Education Scale (MATIES), Mahat (2008), was applied to the
sample members before studying the course, at the end of the course and three
months later after the end of the course. The results revealed that there were
statistically significant differences between the pre and post measurement of
primary and secondary education students in the cognitive component, the
emotional component, the behavioral component and the total score on the
scale (MATIES) in favor of the post measurement. These results indicate that
there are positive changes in the attitudes of female student teachers in primary
and secondary education towards inclusive education, which indicates the
effectiveness of teaching the “inclusive classrooms” course in modifying the
attitudes of female teachers towards inclusive education. The findings were
discussed in the light of the theoretical framework and the previous studies.
Further suggestions for future research were presented.
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