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The Impact of Sophism on Contemporary Philosophical Thought
Representative Models
Dr.Nahed Ebrahim Mohamed Mohamed
Abstract

The Sophist tendency in the fifth century BC had a very serious impact on Greek thought; intellectual
research changed from objective research on natural existence to relative research on human
existence, espedially with regard to knowledge and ethics; the Sophists ended up with the relativity of
customs, traditions and laws.

Sophism has greatly influenced the methodology of philosophical thought, and left a dlear impact on
contemporary philosophical thought, as their relative perception of knowledge and ethics has
extended its impact to contemporary philosophical thought, especially when the German philosopher
Nietzsche (d. /1900 AD), espedially in his statement of the relativity of values and their change.

Some researchers have argued that Nietzsche's philosophy is in anticipation of pragmatism, because
it says that facts are created by man, and the measure of the validity of ideas depends on their
usefulness and suitability for action, which is the same philosophical idea that the (neo-sophists) said in
contemporary Chinese thought in the twentieth century.
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-The Problem of The Study: It lies in trying to identify the impact of Sophism on contemporary
philosophical thought, through representative models, such as Nietzsche, pragmatism, and
contemporary Sophism in China.
- Approach used:

Some different research approaches was used in this research: the Historical, Analytical, and and
Critical and Comparative Approach.
Keywords: Impact, Sophism, Contemporary, Philosophical.
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