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The degree of practicing maps skills among social studies teachers in middle school schools in Kuwait
and its difficulties: a mixed method study
Dr.Huda Alazmi Dr.Abdulaziz Alshammari
Abstract
The current study aimed to identify the social studies teachers’ degree of practicing geographic
map skills, and explore the challenges they face when they teach these skills. The study adapted mixed
method approach by applying 33-items questionnaire for 376 social studies teachers to measure four main
geographic maps skills (map reading skills, map analysis skills, map interpretation skills, map drawing skills),
and conducting semi-structured interview with 14 social studies teachers who achieved low-scored in
geographic map skills. We used means, standard deviation, and one-way ANOVA to analyze quantitative
data. We utilized inductive analysis approach- thematic content analysis- to analyze qualitative data. The
quantitative results indicated that social studies teachers achieved medium score in overall geographic
skills. Map reading skills has obtained the highest score, while map drawing skills has achieved lowest score
(low score). There is statistical differences were found regarding teachers responses based on
specialization. Moreover, there is no statistical differences were found regarding teachers responses based
on experience. The qualitative results revealed that there four main challenges face teachers when they
teach map skills, and these are (1) weak teacher preparedness, (2) the curriculum, (3) low learner
motivation, and (4) weak technological infrastructure.
Keywords: map skills, map reading, map analysis, map interpretation, map drawing, sodial studies.
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