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This book, which was a Ph.D. dissertation, is divided into three 

chapters and a long introduction in which the author re-presented 

information about the emergence of Rûs, their name, and the geography 

of their lands. In this introduction, she depended on the Muslim 

geographers, historians, and Nestor's Russian Primary Chronicle. She 

didn’t omit the Persian sources as well, such as the book of Hudūd al-

’Ālam of an anonymous author, al-Qazwīnī, Ibn Khurdādhbeh, etc. I 

think it is a normal introduction for a book in Arabic, presented to Arab 

readers who haven't enough information about the origins of Rûs and the 

emergence of their state. 

In chapter one (pp. 39-80), The Early Existence of Islam in Bilād al-

Rūs since the Beginning of the Medieval Ages, the author speaks about 

the early Russian attacks against Constantinople from 860 AD and 

afterward. Then, the author suggested that Islam arrived in Medieval 

Russia in the seventh century, especially during the time of the Orthodox 

Caliphs, successors of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), when the Muslim 

leader Habīb ibn Maslamah conquered Tephlis, city of the Georgians (pp. 

48-49). She considered that Caucasia was a part of Medieval Russia, 

which had been not established yet, i.e. there was no Medieval Russia 

then. Therefore, the author speaks about the Muslim conquests in all the 

regions of Caucasia and the north of Persia.  

On p. 56, the author speaks about the Russian attack against Seville of 

Spain, which means she regarded the Normands as a Russian race. At this 

point, the author turned to speak about the Russian attack on Bardha‘a of 

Caucasia in 944 AD (pp. 57-58). 

From p. 64, the author deals with Ahmed ibn Fadhlān as a main source 

and his journey to the Bulgars of Volga to spread Islam there. The author 

concluded that the Russian and Sclavenian slaves adopted Islam by trade 

or traders, and she depended on two members of Ibn Fadhlan's delegation 

to the Khan of Bulgars who were not Arab, one was Sclavenian (Russian) 

and the other was Turkish.   
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Of course, according to many recent studies, the Islamic dirhams and 

dinars arrived in Sclavenia, Sweden, and Norway by traders. But, it is 

not sufficient to conclude that Islam was spread among the Russians and 

Sclavinians or they adopted a divine religion, especially the narrations of 

Ahmed ibn Fadhlān, from the tenth century, tell us a lot about their pagan 

habits, rituals, and thoughts. 

 After the coming back of Ahmed ibn Fadhlan's delegation to 

Baghdad, the Bulgars of Volga tried to make Vladimir, prince of the 

Russians, a Muslim, as the author suggested (p. 75 ff.). It is a piece of 

new information for us because it is known well, according to Nestor, 

that Vladimir sent a religious delegation to many countries to determine 

which religion was suitable for his people, and by the end, he decided to 

convert with his people to Orthodox Christianity, by the influence of the 

Byzantine Church and Palace. The author’s suggestion is far from the 

historical texts since she has no assured evidence. 

   In chapter two (pp. 81-116), The Role of Commerce in Spreading 

Islam in Bilād al-Rūs, the author deals with many different items such as 

the importance of the Russian rivers, the sea and rivers roads, the land 

roads of the Russians, the role of Khwārizm (Xorazm) in the Russian 

trade, the commercial stations or centers between Arabs and Russians, 

kinds of goods among the Islamic countries and the northern lands, and 

the history of Arab coinage and its arrival to the Russian lands.  

Generally, the author speaks about Russian traders and their activities 

with eastern traders of Caucasia, Volga, Itel, Byzantium, and the western 

traders, too. It is suggested that this chapter will be important to know 

what is new about the commercial activities of the Russian traders, but 

the author preferred only to survey it.  

In chapter three (pp. 117-145), The Role of the Mongols in Spreading 

Islam in Russia, the author deals with Kifchak Mongols and their 

invasion of Russian principalities, and the establishment of the Golden 

tribe in Russia. In p. 130 ff., the author speaks about the conversion of 

Kifchak Mongols into Islam, as a result of the conversion of Baraka 

Khan into Islam. 

By the end, I think that the author was motivated to prove that Islam 

was spread early in all the regions of the Rûs and Caucasia. But, history 

depends on the facts and clarified evidence more than others.  
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