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Abstract:

Marital Disputes in the Egyptian Family and their Consequences in
the Byzantine Era (284-641 AD)

Dr. Fatmah ‘Abdel-Mun‘im al-Mahdi Refa‘iy
Faculty of Arts, Masnoura University, Egypt
fatma.refaey@yahoo.com

Family is considered the basic unit of social life, where its members
are connected by a sense of affinity. Marital disputes of the Egyptian
families and their consequences during the Byzantine period are fixed in
the documents. During the Byzantine period, the husband and his wife
used to be on good terms in the beginning and their relationship may
continue to be like that till the death of one of them. A dispute may arise
between the husband and his wife because of social or economic reasons.
This dispute affects the harmony of life and if it reaches a conflict, it may
lead to divorce.

Out of all this, the importance of this paper comes to be. This paper
investigates the reasons for these marital disputes, the rights of the
husband, wife, and divorcee, and its effect on the children.

Keywords: Family, Marriage, Divorce, Children, Husband and Wife,
Byzantine Egypt.
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(6) Urbanik, Marriage, p. 268.
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copatikic atoéiog dnold[ey®In[coplévng [S10 tpi@dv A mhéov dlE[1omictev AvEpRdY
mayav@v Ovimv kal modrtik®v]; Urbanik, Marriage, p.268.
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(3) Nov.J.117.8, (542A.D); Urbanik, Marriage, p.270.
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Marriage, p. 270.
(5) Nov.J. 117.9, (542A.D); Urbanik, Marriage, p. 270.

(6) P. Cair. Masp. Il. 67153, (Antinoopolis, 568 A.D); Kenan, law, pp.166-169.
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(1) P. Lond., V, 1712, (Antinoopolis, 569 A.D).

(2) P. Cair. Masp .I. 67121,(Aphrodito, 573 A.D).

(3) Rowlandso, Women, p. 215.

(4) P.Oxy. XXXVI. 2772, (Oxyrhynchos, 304 A.D); Bagnall, Divorce, p. 54.
(5) P.Oxy. XLI11.3139, (Oxyrhynchos, 3" /4" A.D); Bagnall, Divorce, p. 54.

- 134 -



sh gl pasaty pand) apiand clde) Tsens O aedls cled Leadi A oLSY) S
e e f s

) sl Ll sl e B (e Ay oo 3ke 0391 plas 33 )5 Alliy praasig
Oasdll Gy sl Lagany oo Sl Legdl b g el puslissl eas)
o s e o gl g Legal s Gl Lad oaa ddlae A el Gl adly ¢l
@Al s 21500 8 el Gl a3l ol s i

On U ¢ s e aall g8 aiay gl ki) 5Y) O Gaw Lea ey
Corang 2 ¢l g 5 O 8 e s i JBT e adde (o Ll @iy (a3l
Alall e AL eVl (8 Y) asly cails e BBl a e 2 (phaidaud Ciley
lall S s g sl g g #A2] ale pdliall sy sish o p fies (dapal)
Dbl maw a5 Sals (g Al 5oe asll sda Ll sale) A49 e
i Sl il o3 o Gaiig 0542 ale 8 ol il (U] 4ie Llaa y GOUAIL (e
e A oal il Ol ey ¢ phall Al el Ala b sl cals e @ S
Vo lls @Ol @lay Lad Al hai deay pe 388 Y 25664l & SO (s
an (5 gl § (DU 2 giey dualald) 3l Al 1l g (3).L50 Alad Y) @Ol maws
S b yre i ol el Gualadl g ol I o i 5 8 a3l o 2153
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(1) P. Lips.1.39,(Hermopolis, 390 A.D).
(2) P. Oxy. L. 3581, (Oxyrhynchos, 4" or 5™ A.D).
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