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Abstract

The Capturing of Israel b. Seljug and the beginning of Relations
between the Seljugs and Ghaznavids

Hady Ali Attia
Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University, Egypt
hady.ali@art.asu.edu.eq

A fierce war broke out between the Seljugs and the Ghaznavids
which resulted in that the Seljuks succeeded in grabbing Khorasan from
the Seljuq sultan Mas‘Gd Ghaznavi after the latter’s defeat at the battle of
Dandanakan. The Seljugs, willing to obtain recognition from the Abbasid
Caliph and to consolidate their legitimacy, turned to the latter. Envoys
were sent by the Seljugs to the Caliph carrying a message which
exonerates them from the encroachment and oppression on the properties
of the Ghaznavids. The Seljugs relied on the incident of the capture of
the Seljuq leader Israel ibn Seljug by Sultan Mahmoud Ghaznavi, the
head of the Sebktekin family and the famous invader and sending him as
a prisoner to the castle of Kalinger in India.

This incident, which had been recorded by several sources, and
agreed on by modern writers, represents a turning point in the history of
Islam in the East. Despite their fame, the independent states such as the
Tahiriid, the Saffarid, the Samanid, and the Ghaznavid, retained the
oriental character. The Seljugs carried this character in their expansion to
the west, took control of the Abbasid Caliphate, and extended their
influence on the borders of Egypt where they left a civilized impact on
the Ayyubid and Mamluk state. Furthermore, the Seljugs were the reason
of the diffusion of the Turkish element in North Africa who became
soldiers in the army of Almohad state.

Keywords: Ghaznavids, Seljugs, Islamic Orient, Israel b. Seljuq
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