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Abstract:

Theodore of Tarsus and his role in the English Church (669-690 AD)

Dr. Hana Mahmoud Abdel Fattah Shams
Faculty of Arts, Tanta University, Egypt

hanaa—-shams@art.tanta.edu.eg

This research highlighted on the personality of a Greek cleric who grew up
in the city of Tarsus in northern Syria, called Theodore in the year 668 AD. He
arrived in the city of Canterbury in the south of the country to begin a new
phase whose motto is renaissance and ecclesiastical and educational reform,
where this man coming from Tarsus laid the foundations of the ecclesiastical
system of the English Church and his influence was extraordinary as he found it
an unorganized missionary body and left it completely organized, his
achievements were mainly confined to organization, administration, and church
discipline, and this foundation that Theodore laid is still the ecclesiastical
system of the Church of England. The idea of the research revolves around
several main axes, which are introducing Theodore, the reasons and how he was
chosen as Archbishop of the English Church, then deals with his trip to Rome
and Hadrian’s African accompanying him, reforming and changing the
ecclesiastical system, appointing bishops, and convening church councils
(Hertford 673 AD and Hatfield 680 AD); To confirm the Catholic faith and
refute the Monotholitic heresy, and divide the dioceses, especially the Diocese
of Northumbria, a policy that put him in conflict with Wilfrid, who became
Bishop of York in 664 AD.

The research also dealt with Theodore's role in implementing the most
important teaching programs in English history through the establishment of the
Canterbury School, which became famous throughout Europe for teaching
Greek and Latin languages, which were the cause of the golden age of Anglo-
Saxon scholarship, and also dealt with his role in transmitting eastern ideas to
the Latin West, and forming what was known By repentance and its rulings to
complete the reform policy, which is still present in the English Church.
Theodore's knowledge of civil and Roman law enabled him to set the laws of
the ecclesiastical system in England, and his influence was evident in the
culture of the Mediterranean.

Keywords: Theodore of Tarsus, Church of Cantrbury, Medival England,
English church
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% Bede's, Ecclesiastical History, 330; Lapidge, Biblical commentaries, 124.
?|_apidge, Biblical commentaries, 82; Stubbs, Councils, Ill, 116; Chronicle of
the Archbishops, 37; Chronicle of Holy Rood, 65.

2'Bede's, Ecclesiastical History, 332; Lapidge, Biblical commentaries, 82;
Chronicle of the Archbishop, 37 ; Cf. also Panteleimon, St.“Theodore, 92.
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Chronicle of Holy Rood, 66.
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History, 351-352; Lapidge, Biblical Commentaries, 134; Stubbs, Councile,
111, 120; Chronicle of the Archbishops, 39; Matthew of Westminster, The
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“Theodore, 93.
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316317; Cf. also Ralp de Diceto, The History of the Archbishops, in The

Church Historians England, vol. IV, pt. I, 318.
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“Ecclesiastical History, 334; Lapidge, Biblical commentarie , 134; Lapidge,
the Canterbury School of Theodore and Hadrian, 134; Matthew of Westminster,
The Flowers of History, vol. 1, 314; Roger of Wendovers, Flowers of History,
vol .1, London, 1849, 99.
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Bede's, Ecclesiastical History, 337; Roger of Wendovers, Flowers of History,
vol. I, London, 1849, 99.
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History, vol. 1, 108.
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“Bede's, Ecclesiastical History, 393; Chronicle of the Archbishop, 40; Matthew
of Westminster, The Flowers, vol. 1, 318; Roger of Wendovers, Flowers of
History, vol. I, 106; Cf. also Witney, K. P., The Kentish Royal Saints an
Enquiry into the Facts Behind the Legends, in (Arch.cant), 1885, vol. 101, 14-
15.

* Lives of the Popes, 29; Roger of Wendovers, Flowers of History, vol. I, 104;
Cf. also Witney. K. P, The Kentish Royal Saints, vol.101, 15.

“William of Malmes Bury, The Church Historians, 45; Lapidge, Biblical
Commentaries, 134; Stubbs, Councils, I, 122, 125,135138 ; Chronicle of the
Archishop, 40; Lives of the popes, 2930; Chronicle of The Popes, 109, Cf.
also Witney, The Kentish Royal Saints, 15-16.
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Vitalis, The Ecclesiastical History of England, 354; Chronicle of the popes,
107-108; Lives of the Popes, 24.
“®Lapidge, Biblical Commentaries, 134; Stubbs, Councils, Ill, 122-125, 135-
138; Chronicle of the Arcbishop, 40; Lives of the popes, 29-30; Chronicle of
the popes, 109; Colgrave, B, The Life of Bishop Wilfrid by Eddius Stephanus,
Cambridge, 1927,1985, 48, 66. Cf. also, Godden, Anglo saxon 36, 18 .
*Lapidge.B, Biblical Commentaries, 134,141; Stubbs.H, Councils, 111, 139141;
Chronicle of the Archbishop, 40; The Llives of the Popes, 32; Chronicle of the
Pops, 108; Roger of Wendovers, Flowers of History, vol. I, 105.
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*°Bede's, Ecclesiastical History, 391; Lapidge, Biblical commentaries, 79;
Stubbs, Councils, 111, 139141; The Lives of the Popes, 32; Chronicle of the
Pops, 108; Matthew of Westminster, The Flowers, vol. 1, 320; Stevenson, The'
Laterculus Malalianus, 34.

51Lapidge, Biblical Commentaries, 79; Stevenson, The' Laterculus Malalianus,
34,

%2 Biblical commentaries, 143; Stevenson, The' Laterculus Malalianus, 34.
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% Councils, 111, 135,141,152; Stevenson, The' Laterculus Malalianus, 34.

*Bede's, Ecclesiastical history, 391; Lapidge, Biblical Commentaries, 80;
Chronicle of the Archbishops, 40; Roger of Wendovers, Flowers of History,
vol. I, 107; Cf. also Gordon Ward, King Hlothere in Kent, Kent Archaelogical
Society Archaeological cantina, vol. 68, 1954, 94.
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>Bede's, Ecclesiastical history, 391; Lapidge, Biblical commentaries, 80;
Stubbs, Councils, 111, 153-155; Chronicle of the Archbishops, 40; Chronicle of
Holy Rood, 67; The Lives of the popes, 25.
% Stubbs, Councils, Ill, 157-158; The Lives of the Popes, 2; Roger of
Wendovers, Flowers of History, vol. I, 107.
*" Bede's, Ecclesiastical History, 391; The Live of the Popes, 32; Matthew of
Westminster, The Flowers, vol. 1, 322 ; Stevenson, The' Laterculus Malalianus,
36; Roger of Wendovers, Flowers of History, vol. I, 108, Cf. also Panteleimon,
St. “Theodore, 97.
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vol. |, 108; Stevenson, The' Laterculus Malalianus, 41.
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The Live of the Popes, 33.
% Stubbs, Councils, 111, 170; Chronicle of the Archbishops, 41.
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81 Ecclesiastical history, 429; Biblical Commentaries, 136.
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Theodore and Hadrian, 78; Stevenson, The' Laterculus Malalianus , 47. Cf. also

Attwater, The Penguin Dictionary, 323.

8Bede's, Ecclesiastical History, 332; Lapidge, Biblical commentaries, 62.

% Ecclesiastical History, 332; Lapidge, The Canterbury School of Theodore
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"L apidge., Biblical Commentaries, 61; Stevenson, The'Laterculus Malalianus,
77.

"Lapidge, Biblical Commentaries, 190,195-196; Lapidge, The Canterbury
School of Theodore and Hadrian, 78.

"2 Lapidge, Biblical commentaries, 171; Lapidge, The Canterbury School of
Theodore and Hadrian, 24; Stevenson, The'Laterculus Malalianus, 19.
73Lapidge, Biblical commentaries, 173-198; Lapidge, The Canterbury School of
Theodore and Hadrian, 27; Stevenson, The' Laterculus Malalianus, 82.
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" Lapidge, Biblical Commentaries, 234 ; Lapidge, The Canterbury School, 28-
36; Stevenson, The' Laterculus Malalianus, 73.
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" Biblical Commentaries, 257-258; Stevenson, The' Laterculus Malalianus, 52-
55.

78Lapidge, Biblical Commentaries, 149-150,155; Chronicle of the Archbishops,
42; The History of The Archbishops, 318; Stevenson, The' Laterculus
Malalianus, 11-12.

™ Lapidge, Biblical Commentaries, 149; Stubbs, Councils, 111, 173-174;
Chronicle of The Archbishop, 42.

8 Stubbs, Councils, 111, 210-212.
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Chronicle of The Popes, 115; The Lives of The popes, 80.

8Chronicle of The Popes, 115; The Llives of The Popes, 78; Roger of

Wendovers, Flowers of History, vol. I, 114.

8vitalis, The Ecclesiastical History of England, 357; The Live of The Popes,

79; Chronicle of the Popes, 79; Roger of Wendovers, Flowers of History, vol. I,
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8 The Lives of The Popes, 82; Chronicle of The Popes, 115.

®Bede's, Ecclesiastical History, 473; Stubbs, Councils, 111, 218-220; Chronicle
of The Archbishops, 42; Chronicle of Holy Rood, pt. I, 68 Matthew of
Westminster, The Flowers, vol. 1, 331; Cf. also Panteleimon, St,Theodore,
102.

8Bede's, Ecclesiastical History, 473; Stubbs, Councils, 11, 220; Chronicle of
the Archbishop, 43; Matthew of Westminster, The Flowers, vol. 1, 331;
Chronicle of Holy Rood, 69 .

¥ Bede's, Ecclesiastical History, 473; Vitalis, The Ecclesiastical History of
England, 357; CF.also Panteleimon, St. “Theodore, 102.

88Stubbs, Councils, 111, 220-228; The Lives of The Popes, 82; Chronicle of The
Popes, 115.
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Britain,1965.
Bede's, Ecclesiastical History of the English People, Edited by
Bertram Colgrave and R.A.B Mynors,Oxford university,Britain.1969.
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