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Abstract: 

 

Theodore of Tarsus and his role in the English Church (669-690 AD) 
 

Dr. Hana Mahmoud Abdel Fattah Shams 

Faculty of Arts, Tanta University, Egypt  

       
This research highlighted on the personality of a Greek cleric who grew up 

in the city of Tarsus in northern Syria, called Theodore in the year 668 AD. He 

arrived in the city of Canterbury in the south of the country to begin a new 

phase whose motto is renaissance and ecclesiastical and educational reform, 

where this man coming from Tarsus laid the foundations of the ecclesiastical 

system of the English Church and his influence was extraordinary as he found it 

an unorganized missionary body and left it completely organized, his 

achievements were mainly confined to organization, administration, and church 

discipline, and this foundation that Theodore laid is still the ecclesiastical 

system of the Church of England. The idea of the research revolves around 

several main axes, which are introducing Theodore, the reasons and how he was 

chosen as Archbishop of the English Church, then deals with his trip to Rome 

and Hadrian‟s African accompanying him, reforming and changing the 

ecclesiastical system, appointing bishops, and convening church councils 

(Hertford 673 AD and Hatfield 680 AD); To confirm the Catholic faith and 

refute the Monotholitic heresy, and divide the dioceses, especially the Diocese 

of Northumbria, a policy that put him in conflict with Wilfrid, who became 

Bishop of York in 664 AD. 

     The research also dealt with Theodore's role in implementing the most 

important teaching programs in English history through the establishment of the 

Canterbury School, which became famous throughout Europe for teaching 

Greek and Latin languages, which were the cause of the golden age of Anglo-

Saxon scholarship, and also dealt with his role in transmitting eastern ideas to 

the Latin West, and forming what was known By repentance and its rulings to 

complete the reform policy, which is still present in the English Church. 

Theodore's knowledge of civil and Roman law enabled him to set the laws of 

the ecclesiastical system in England, and his influence was evident in the 

culture of the Mediterranean. 

Keywords: Theodore of Tarsus, Church of Cantrbury, Medival England, 

English church 
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