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Abstract 

The present research deals with the Awqaf ‘religious endowments’ in the 

Mamluk sultans’ era and their role in developing cultural awareness. As 

endowments are considered the main artery for all societal activities in all aspects 

of civilized life, the Mamluk sultans have been interested in constructing many 

mosques, schools, rabats, gorges, zawiyas, bimaristans, and libraries. They 

endowed those establishments which later have played an effective role in the 

intellectual renaissance. As the various types of endowments are beneficial for 

individuals of the society, the importance of the current study is highlighted. The 

research thus deals with the linguistic and terminological definition of 

endowments. It also sheds light on the types of endowments, as well as the 

factors of the endowments’ prosperity in the Mamluk sultans’ era. This is done in 

an attempt to answer the following question: Did endowments contribute to the 

development of cultural awareness in the Mamluk sultans’ era or not? 

 Accordingly, the research provides a historical survey for the role of 

endowments in developing cultural awareness in the Mamluk sultans’ era, and 

the resulting intellectual advancement and cultural prosperity. 
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