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Abstract:

This paper deals with the philosophical and historical presentation of the laws and
legislation of the Athenian legislator Solon, attempting to identify the similarities and
differences between the philosophical approach and the historical one of such legislation.
The researcher took the Greek philosopher Aristotle as a model of the philosophical side
and Plutarchus as a model of the historical one. The researcher will present these laws
according to both Aristotle and Plutarchus in order to find out to what extent the historical
presentation of these laws agrees or differs with the philosophical presentation and to
identify the similarities and differences between the historian and the philosopher in the
way they present these laws. For this purpose, this paper will deal with comparing Solon’s
legistlation as Aristotle presented them in his book, “The Athenian Constitution” along
with what Plutarchus presented in his book, “Lives.” Through this philosophical and
historical presentation, the researcher will also attempt to clarify the importance of
Solon’s legislation and the extent to which it carried within its seeds for the emergence
of democracy.
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* Cf. Shapiro 1996, 348-364; Hollmann 2015, 85-109.
1 Herodotus , Hist, 11, 177.2
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