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Abstract

Motives for the massacre of Muslim hostages in Tell al-Ayadiyyah off
Acre on 27 Rajab 587 AH / 20 August 1191 AD A comparative historical study
between Islamic - Crusader and Syriac sources
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This study was concerned with the reasons that resulted in the English
King Richard Coeur de Lion (1189-1199 AD) conducting a large massacre of
Muslim prisoners after recovering the Crusaders' capture of Acre during the
Third Crusade, by discussing what came in contemporary Islamic, Crusader and
Syriac sources of accounts that include news about this massacre and the events
surrounding it .

At the end of this research, it is clear that the number of Muslim prisoners
who were martyred in this battle ranges between two thousand six hundred and
two thousand and seven hundred, a number equivalent to the number of Crusader
prisoners to be exchanged with them, and that there are many motives that led to
the massacre of Tel Al-Ayadiya against Muslim prisoners, the first of which is
the difference in the implementation of the terms of the agreement to hand over
Acre to the Crusaders, which is that the Crusaders disavowed the implementation
of the terms of the agreement, which obliges them to hand over their Muslim
prisoners in exchange for receiving their Crusader prisoners,

And that they wanted not to hand over the Muslim prisoners appointed by
the Islamic side and keep them in captivity until they give them up in exchange
for a large financial ransom, and falsely claimed that Salah al-Din neglects the
implementation of the terms of the agreement and wastes time in correspondence
and negotiations until he gets better conditions than the previous one, but the fact
that they were harboring treachery of Muslim prisoners, and this is evidenced by
other motives produced by the sequence of events, namely that Richard wanted
to take revenge on the Muslims Because of the acts of sabotage and destruction
carried out by the Muslims of Acre before the handover of their city to him in
1192.

Keywords:
Massacre, Hostages, Tell Ayadiya, Acre, Saladin, Richard the Lionheart.
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