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Analysis of the content of English language books in the first
grade of primary school in light of the multiple intelligences’
theory in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The abstract

The current study aimed to analyze the content of English language
books in the first grade of primary school considering Gardner's theory of
multiple intelligences in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Literature and
previous studies were analyzed to determine a list of indicators of multiple
intelligences and used them in preparing the study instrument (content
analysis form). The tool of this study included 25 items at three levels: (1)
objectives, learning activities and examples, (2) teaching practices, and (3)
exercises and evaluation activities. The validity of the tool was measured,
and its reliability was measured using the Holsti equation. The sample of the
current study consisted of the student’s book in the English language in the
first grade of primary school in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the academic
year 2023/2024 AD. It also included a teaching guide and an exercise section
related to the course. The analysis process was conducted according to the
methodology of extrapolating written, pictorial texts, and drawings into
scientific content. The results of the current study showed that there is a
deficiency at the general level in including most of the indicators of multiple
intelligences in a manner consistent with their importance, effectiveness, and
relevance to language teaching and learning programs.

The results of the study showed that the level of indicators of multiple
intelligences in objectives, learning activities, and examples was weak, with a
percentage of (31.8%). It was also found that the level of including indicators
of multiple intelligences in teaching was at a moderate degree, with a
percentage of (35.9%). It was also shown that the level of including
indicators of Multiple intelligences in training and evaluation activities had a
weak score (32.3%). The current study recommended the need to reconsider
the levels of including indicators of multiple intelligences on the one hand,
and to balance the inclusion of these indicators, with the need to include these
indicators in the levels of general and procedural educational objectives, in
educational experiences and learning activities, and during the teaching
practices carried out by the English language teacher, as well as It is
necessary to include it in training and evaluation activities. Teacher training
takes into account the inclusion of teaching strategies and practices related to
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multiple intelligences, especially the styles directly related to English
language teaching and learning programs in the primary grades, as they
contribute to improving the practices of acquiring and mastering language
skills and taking into account individual differences among students.

Keywords: multiple intelligences, content of English language books, first
grade of primary school.
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