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The Reality of Practicing Philosophy with Children from the
Point of View of the Facilitators of Philosophical Thinking at
Baseera Foundation

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the reality of the practice of philosophy with
children, the obstacles that may limit them, and suggestions for developing
them from the point of view of the facilitators of philosophical thinking who
were trained at Baseera Foundation in the basic design of qualitative
research, using two tools: an interview with the facilitators of philosophical
thinking who conducted six or more philosophical sessions with children
aged (6-12), and analysis of the documents related to those sessions,
accompanied with reports on them. The main results of the study indicated
that the difficulty of finding a sufficient number of children restricted the
practice to facilitators working in schools or training centers. Some initial
observations this practice at the level of parents, school administrations and
centers were noted down. It was also found that there is a discrepancy among
the facilitators in the application of the ten steps of the philosophical session.
The study revealed a set of observations on the children's questions. It also
revealed forms of thinking and dialogue practiced by children and
facilitators. The study monitored a set of gains that appeared at the level of
children, facilitators, and society. It was found that there are obstacles related
to the rehabilitation of the facilitator, and others related to the preparation of
the philosophical sessions. There are also obstacles related to children, others
related to facilitators, and a number of external obstacles. As for the
suggestions, they are divided into three axes: the definition of the
philosophical practice with children, the Baseera Foundation, and developing
the work of the facilitator. The study concluded with a set of
recommendations.

Keywords: Children, education, thinking, philosophy.
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