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Abstract:

This paper is an analytical study of some spatial theories such as routine activity
theory and rational choice, with a focus on crime pattern theory and its
relationships to spatial assessments of crime patterns. Place theories emphasize
social interactions within and between places as a source of crime and provide
analysis and explanation of movement patterns of offenders. These theories
address the importance of spatial signatures that require the application of spatial
geostatistical techniques to prove or reject the theory. On the other hand, place-
based theories go some way towards reducing these crimes, because the focus is
on understanding the economic and social characteristics of the place and the
activities that occur around the locations as sources of crime. These theories
attempt to analyze the “generators” of crime in ways that give a clear spatial
dimension by looking at spatial interactions between offenders and targets of
crime. These theories have spatial implications because they contain specific data
about how offenders use the space around them and how these patterns of use relate
to patterns of criminal activity. This paper also explains the extent to which
geographic information systems contribute to the application of these theories
through the geostatistical methods available in the program.

Key words:
Crime, offenders, routine, pattern, geospatial, geostatistical.
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