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CATEGORY 1 National Park: “protected- area managed

mainly for ecosystem protection and recreation.

Definition: Natural area of land and/or sea, designated to (a)
protect the ecological mtegnty of one or more ecosystems for
present and - future- génerations, (b) exclude exploitation or
occupation inimical to-the. purposes of designation of the area
and (c) provide a foundation for spiritual, scientific, educational,
recreational and visitor opportunities, all of which must be
environmentally and culturally compatible.
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CATEGORY III Natural Monument: protected area
managed mainly for conservation of specific natural features
Definition: Area containing one, or more, specific natural or
natural/cultural feature which is of outstanding or unique value
because of its inherent rarity, representative or aesthetic qualities
or cultural 51gn1ﬁcance
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CATEGORY V Protected Landscape/Seascape: protected
area ‘managed mainly for landscape/seascape conservation, and
recreation

Definition: Area of land, with coast and sea as appropriate,
where the interaction of people. and nature over time has
produced an area of distinct character with significant aesthetic,
ecological and/or cultural value, and oftenwith high biologicai
d1vers1ty Safeguarding the integrity of this traditional interaction
is vital to the protection, maintenance and evolution of such an
area.
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** Travel to experience protected arecas has been an integral

part of park operations for a very long time. As visitor numbers
grow so do the management challenges.”
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Protected Areas and Ecotourism in Egypt
' (the Limits and the Valuein a balance of
the protection and the environmental economy)

Ecotourism is a nature based form of specialty travel
defined by The International Ecotourism Society as
"responsible travel to natural areas which conserves the
. environment and sustains the well-being of local people.”
Ecotourism. ¢an' be also defined as "travel to enjoy and
appreciate nature", and that 40-60% of all international
tourists are nature tourists and that 20-40% are wildlife-related
tourists.The World Tourism Organization (WTO) estimates
that there were more than 663 million international travelers in
1999. In other words, the equivalent of roughly 10% of the
world’s population was transported internationally in 1999,
Spending by these tourists was estimated at more than US$453
billion , while receipts from international tourism will climb
‘by '6.7% a year. Egypt has more than 21 protected areas, of
which one National Parks. Especially the last few years the
number of foreign ecotourists has grown. Travel to the Egypt
National Parks areas generated direct and indirect economic
impact for local communities . Coral reefs in Ras Mohamed
National Park were visited by + 50 % of visitors. The nature
tourism in Ras Mohamed Nationa Park has grown steadily
since the pioneering days of the 1983’s, to the present level of
over 60,000 visitors a year, making a 25.000 $ -plus
contribution to the Egypt economy (estimates vary).

The human use and development negatively impact some
protected areas, the demand for travel to scenic areas of
natural beauty increases. The tourism industry is intimately
connected to the protection of natural and cultural areas .
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