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Contextual theory , a fundamental study according to Al-Jahiz

(The Book of Animals as an example).

Fatima Al-Basiouni Siam.

Department of Language Fundamentals, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies
for Girls in Mansoura, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

E.mail : FatmaSiam2245.el@azhar.ed

Abstract

Contextual theory is one of the most important topics in linguistic studies, ancient
and modern. As it is one of the most important basics of semantics, because meaning is
what is relied upon in determining what is intended from the content of structures and
directing their meaning. Looking at our linguistic heritage, we find talk about taking into
consideration the speaker’s purpose, the conditions of the addressees, and the different
positions of the hadith, as well as the technical standards for taking care of the textual
aspect. ..And other creative heritage texts that were concerned with studying the
language in its use. Study of the communicative framework theoretically, analytically and
practically. All this and many others were abounded in the works of our ancient Arab
linguists, which truly prove that the topic of context is rooted in its origins, foundations
and principles in Arab heritage thought. Among those venerable scholars who mastered
the context and relied on it theorizing, rooting, applying, and referring to their linguistic
works was Abu Uthman Amr, known as Al-Jahiz (d. 255 AH), who excelled in
establishing this contextual theory before it became a systematic scientific theory at the
hands of Westerners in The modern era. The research was limited to examining Al-
Jahiz’s thought with regard to contextual theory and related linguistic phenomena such
as linguistic co-occurrence. The aim of the research in this study was several objectives,
including: proving the leadership of the heritage linguistic effort contained in the Book
of Animals with regard to contextual theory, Through examining Al-Jahiz’s linguistic
effort, including opinions, perceptions, comments, and treatments of linguistic texts that
establish the contextual theory, and what is unique to the Arabic theory from the
Western approach, as well as examining Al-Jahiz’s terminology in this theory and

comparing it with the syllabuses of the modern linguistic study.

Keywords: Contextual theory, Al-Jahiz, Original study, The book of animals,

The linguistic lesson
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