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Title: Women and new banned fashion styles during the Mamluk era:
The case of “Al-Bahtalah”

Abstract:

This research investigates the interplay between evolving social
norms, cultural exchange, and state regulations concerning women's attire
during the Mamluk era (1250-1517 CE) in Egypt. The study focuses on the
emergence and subsequent prohibition of a specific fashion trend known as
"Al-Bahtalah."

The exploration commences with the premise that women's clothing
serves as a significant marker of cultural identity and personal expression,
and its forms are subject to historical transformations. The Mamluk period,
characterized by economic prosperity and cultural exchange, witnessed
significant societal changes, including the evolution of women's fashion.
However, these transformations sometimes posed challenges to established
social norms and religious interpretations.

Keywords: Al-Bahtalah, Fashion, Mamluks, Manjak Al-Yousifi, Women.
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68- G. Robinson: Village life in Palestin, NewYork,1905.
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