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Abstract:

Infertility and its problems in the perception of Michael Psellus
The case of Empress Zoe Porphyrogenita as an example

This research deals with the problem of infertility and delayed childbearing
as mentioned by the Byzantine historian Michael Psellus, applying to the case of
Empress Zoe Porphyrogenita, who became infertile. Then he touched on the
different causes of this disease, between organic and psychological, then the
research reviewed the personality of Empress Zoe, explaining her lineage and the
circumstances of her marriage to Emperor Romanus 111 Argyrus, and her and the
emperor’s attempts to obtain a child, to be heir to the Byzantine throne, so they tried
again and again to search for the reasons for their sterility, and to reach Treatment
may be the solution to the issue of delayed childbearing.

So they resorted to doctors, and when they did not find any benefit in them,
they went to the occultists and sorcerers, and this was a strange trend adopted by the
emperors, who are the most educated people, and that such things were followed by
the common people of simple and ignorant people, but the passion of motherhood
and the agony of deprivation of having children is a very dangerous and influential
matter in particular On women, which led to the deterioration of the condition of
Emperor Romanus and made him neglect his wife, the one who tended as a result to
search for passion and inclination to younger men, in search of her desire to have a
child for her, so she became associated with the young Michael IV, who was in love
with him, And it was a motive to get rid of her first husband, Romanus, to marry the
lover Michael, who neglected her after marriage also due to her old age, and it
became clear that his affection for the Empress was nothing but greed for the
Byzantine throne. The research tended to highlight the role of adoption in the
Byzantine society, as it was found that it was a natural occurrence that occurred in
some cases, including the failure of the wife to bear children, as Empress Zoe did
and adopted Michael V, who is the nephew of Emperor Michael IV, Who died after
a struggle with illness, so Michael V ascended the throne, who overthrew the
adoptive mother, and isolated her from power and politics, but the revolution of the
Byzantine people overthrew him, and his eyes were poisoned and exiled, and Zoe
returned to power to marry Constantine IX Monamachus, and her hopes rested this
time as well. Draw the wind towards having a child, until her life ended in 1050 AD
without having children.

Keywords: infertility, procreation, children, Zoe, Psellus, Magic, Reproductive
health
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@ »Leonis Allatii diatriba de Pselliis”, Patrologia Greeca (Ed) by Migne

(J.P), T. 122 (Mic. Psellus 1018-1078) (Paris 1853, 1855), Cols, 490-

496.

FlS Gaa e a3l Gl AES A e el Juiland caseall aie
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@) Leonis Allatii diatriba de Pselliis™ Cols,490-496.
“ Ibid, Cols, 489-520.
®) Michael Psellus, The Chronographia, translated with an introduction, by,
E.R.A, Sweter, London 1966, pp. 14 ff.
Lpead) dughl :3all) (das s ¢Balads dansi ciakaind) aalyill anae (JpSs Alliga |
YoM a el Jilie caseadl de cdly €Y EY Y a oY 00 Y bSI dalad)
© Michael Psellus, the Chronographia, p. 15.
aial) 514) (Spiia (335 laiall clull e e o] sl Taiall ¢0y55aTy isa abas ()
paslall LI 3< ymad a2 Aaals caainally gLl agle dlaa jodia Cang o(dnag
VAN Ga oY V4 el £ oA e e LYy Al
® https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki
(Ol e tagya) mlanall Sl (G ae o S (Al a2 HleY) Fadl) gl O
AAA o o(2) AT

ONAA ) ‘Cé.}\.u Jlaa 6&)1)5\ ()

D poulakou-Rebelakou, E. & al., "Male infertility: sperm disorders and
stytic dysfunction in Byzantine times (330-1453 A.D.)", Urology, vol.
70, (September 2007), p. 196
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@3 poulakou-Rebelakou, E. & al., op. cit, p. 196.
el (s JlS a2 €018 (a ) 7 @l sl ugaadl el o e ()
NOA La oGl

Lala lagdiy e dgagd daiis canl Adadag Cblacal o daiib )l zlie egm oo Ll

T oGl aaad) s Jal€ a2 1l L il e 50y shall Jeas aa )l

Ay
G Al g dall (ssiall Bl sl 4 v (ol die il zle ggud Aanaillg
VoA Ga bl panal ai cGaen JelS a2 L3hall 6 diall Dlee Gigan dxae oS Y

@3 Poulakou-Rebelakou, E. & al., Male infertility, p. 196.

(%) Beaucamp, J., "La situation juridique de la famme & Byzance", Cahiers
de Civilazation Medievale, vol. 20, (1977), pp. 157-159; Laiou, A. E.,
Mariage, amour et parenté a Byzance aux XI e — XIII e siécles, Paris,
1992pp. 17-18, 113-129; Viscuso, F. P., "Late Byzantine Canonical
Views on the Dissolution of Marriage”,Greek Orthodox Theological
Review, vol. 44, nos. 1-4, (1999), pp. 273- 290, pp. 274-275.

Lo st Bale g Sl o3l die syl 5al ) el ) GAY) Gl (ans clla
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The Life of St. Theodora of Thessalnike, trans. A. M. Talbot, Holy Women

of Byzantium, Ten Saints Lives in English Translation, ed. A. M. Talbot,

Byzantine Saints Lives in Translation, Vol. 1, Washington, D.C., 1996, p.

167.

VoSl e e el G Gl yde A G caas Ladaihul) Gulsdl) o a2 59
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Leo VI., Le Novelles de Léon VI le sage, Ed & trad. P. Noailles & A. Dain,

Paris, 1944, Nov. 74, pp. 262-265; Nov. 109, pp. 354-357; Karlin-Hayter, P.,

"Further Notes on Byzantine Marriage: Raptus - apmoyn or pvnoteio?”

DOP, vol. 46, Homo Byzantinus: Papers in Honor of Alexander Ka z hdan,

(1992), p. 1537.
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CF: Poulakou-Rebelakou, E. & al., Male infertility, p. 196.
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19 poulakou-Rebelakou, E. & al., Male infertility, p. 196.
«(2371F — d09) Romance Il S Gugilagy oehbey) cul 5o :Basil 1 S Jaals (%)
AP P REQC JUNERPIR R4 ple orae (e Bpdie danlill 8 5)Se s A aSad) (s
Bardas (s ulSe (i )58 8 dicie L3I cpallile b of g Uaiad 3] cdaSa lsi
ol abii) a g e il i) alls i<y ¢ Bardas phocas («lsé ulajg scleras
2 OIS (gyphlyeY) sl Aadall Al o Y] VT L 8 G oSaIL S
Aol ailegpial Bt 5L C 8508 Lla 4l manal (23A0 sle sy cmsll Alla
PRz als S S 4l aie (e cuall (B UL pas (3l B el ae
Michael Psellus, the Chronographia; pp. 24ff; the Catholic Encyclopedia,
Vol.3 (New York, 1908), p. 109.
ol S Jalsall (a) £ Yo AVT) Ll #liw B Jaals HshaluaY) oz el e sl
LIS Gl and v iglly Dbl plall gty jpdia Comn o ppaac (8 Al (o
AT =0T Ga ) e (@) AT 15l Lead cpe daals ISV
=)+ YA) i) 55l dashs 8 (535 Bys—abue) 53 Bty 2enl a2 Nage (7
D)t el cdagrals Aupal) LAl IS dlaey Hpdie Gasy "AEEY-EY /() 100
Y0 Lao(aY YY) (il giall =Y
(2 Michael Psellus, The Chronographia; pp. 40, 96, 99, 100-101 :,)
Attaliates, M., Histoire, trad. H. Grégoire, in: Byzantion, Vol. 28
(Bruxelles, 1958 ch.4, p.331, ch.5, pp.332-333; Skylitzes, J., Empereurs
de Constantinople, trad. B. Flusin, (Paris, 2003), ch.1, p.346, ch.2.347-

349; Cedrenus, G., Historiarum Compendium, ed. I. Bekker, T. II,
(Bonn, 1839, pp.536-537,540.
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@) psellus, M., Chronographia, 5, ch.21, pp.96, ch.26, pp.99, ch.29, pp.100-
101; Attaliatés, M., Histoire, ch.4, p.331, ch.5, pp. 332-333;
Skylitzés, J., Empereurs de Constantinople, ch.1, p.346, ch.2.347-349;
Cedrenus, G., Historiarum Compendium, Il, pp.536-537,540.

@4 Michael Psellus, The Chronographia, p. 46

AN Ga coladY) e ol S dlad sl Jue ()

@ Bryce. J.V., The Holy Roman Empire (London, 1950), p.144.

o el 21930 DA colagl se ihme Sl VYY Ga (Gil gage «JsS allis ]

Y] A dalal) Aaalls Hgdia Gany (@) Y+ E7AYY) s¥) sl Ay e

SEEV=E80 a eV o) e sile VY dael) (gl daala

@7 Michael Psellus, The Chronographia, p. 46.

2® Michael Psellus, The Chronographia, p. 46.

@9 Michael Psellus, The Chronographia, p. 46; The Life of Lazaros of Mt.

Galesion: an Eleventh-Century Pillar Saint, trans. R. P. H. Greenfield,

Byzantine Saints Lives in Translation, Washington, D.C., 1996-2000.

Three, Washington, D.C., 2000, ch. 33, p. 119.

Pantokrator, Typikon of Emperor John Il Komnenos for the Monastery of

Christ Pantokrator in Constantinople, trans. R. Jordan, Byzantine

Monastic Foundation Documents. A complete Translation of the

Surviving Founders Typika and Testaments, ed .J. Thomas & A. C.

Hero, 5 vols., Washington, D.C., 2000., vol. 2, ch. 49, pp. 760-761.
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Michael Psellus, The Chronographia, p. 47; Zonaras, l., Epitomae

Historiarum, vol. 111, Ed. Butter-Wobest, Corpus Scriptorum Historiae

Byzantinae, Bonn, 1828- 1897., Bonn, 1897., p. 179

32 Talbot, A.M., Women, pp. 124-125.

e AN sl sl AL Ayl als 8 ogall a1 (e 23 g8 AL dige oo
b e 3 AL creal el s Dcn JLS il i n Loy syl a5 8 (e
SIS S el o gyl 5l Al y5ie s laglls allad) (pynal

A e Y)Y glg cCsan¥lg aalgll aaall cayalal) daals
33 Michael Psellus, The Chronographia, p.4?; Zonaras, |., Epitomae

Historiarum, vol. 1ll, Ed. Butter-Wobest, Corpus Scriptorum Historiae
Byzantinae, Bonn, 1828- 1897., Bonn, 1897., P. 179.
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34) Michael Psellus, The Chronographia, p.47.

®%) ascaratos, J. & Marketos, S., "Child Sexual Abuse: Historical Cases in

the Byzantine Empire (324-1453 A.D.)", Child Abuse & Neglect, vol.
24, no. 8, (2000), pp. 1085- 1090.
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Theodorus Prodromus, Poémes Prodromiquis en Grec Vulgaire, ed. D. C.
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