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Abstract:
The Manifestations of Religious Intertextuality The Economic Activity
of the Sufis in India During the Mamluks’ Era (602-689 A.H / 1206-1290 A.D)

During the Mamluk’s era in India (602-689 A.H / 1206-1290 A.D), the Sufis
played an important role in economic and religious activities in Indian society.
Despite Sufism's call for asceticism and renunciation of the pleasures of the world, we
see the great Sufi sheikhs in India called their followers and to work and earn the
money from their work, and seek sustenance from God, and leave dependence on
others.

The study shows the role of Sufism in India during the Mamluk’s rule and the
economic activities that they practiced to earn money so that they could meet the
costs of life and at the same time finance the Sufi institutions such as khangas, so can
be independent the rulers’ finance. We see that the Sufis worked on agriculture, trade,
and various professions and crafts under the encouragement of the Sufis sheikhs. In
addition to other sources of income, the study shed lights on the other sources such as
vows from people and the gifts of rulers and sultans. The study addresses the dispute
between the Sufi sheikhs in accepting these gifts or not, because the Sufis were keen
on independence away from the financial control of the rulers. This Sufi economic
activity in India during this period strengthened their religious, social, cultural and
even commercial status in the Indian society, which had the most significant impact
on highlighting their power with the rulers.

Keywords: Mamluks, Sufi, India, Economic Activity.
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