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Al-Nukoot of the Ruling Class in Mamluk Egypt
(648 - 923 AH /1250 - 1517 AD)

Abstract:

The study elucidates Al-Nukoot (monetary gifts) as a social
aspect in relation to the ruling class of Egypt during the Mamluk era
(648-923 AH / 1250 — 1517 AD). The study expounds Al-Nukoot’s
concept and terminology, its precautions and exclusions, the reasons
for its acceptance in Egyptian society, and its juristic regulation
according to the four Suni schools of jurisprudence, through the
prevailing laws during the study period. Additionally, it examines the
social occasions of the ruling class in Mamluk Egypt, during which
these gifts had been presented, such as those concerning children
(childbirth, agigah, and circumcision), wedding ceremonies (marriage
and wedding contracts), and other varied social events; namely,
performing Hajj rituals, recovery from illness, and birthday
celebrations of prophets and pious men. Furthermore, the study
elaborates on some forms of gifts such as gold and silver money,
musical and singing bands, various types of foods, drinks, and clothes,
etc., which had a significant impact on the development of social life
and some political roles in Mamluk Egypt.

Keywords: Egypt, Al-Nukoot, Mamluks, Ruling Class
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