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Abstract:

In this chapter | will discuss the historical development of AIM
theories of causality, and put forward a particular theory of this type, which
will be called “an action-related theory of causality”. Then in the next
chapter, 1 willgive a general discussion of AIM theories of causality, showing
how they attemptto overcome the difficulties in this approach, and what are
the points in theirfavour. This discussion will give a comparison of the
action-related theory advocatedby Donald Gillies with other contemporary
versions of AIM theories of causality.In the introduction I mentioned some
ancestors of the AIM approach to causality,most notably Bacon. However,
AIM theories of causality really only beginin the late 1920s and 1930s. I will
also discuss Russell’s critique of the notion of cause Collingwood’s AIM
theory of causality Productive actions and avoidance actions according to
Gillies.
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