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Abstract:

The current study has aimed to shed light on the impact of societal
contexts on cancer, and it was identified in four contexts: the cultural context
of the disease, the social context, the service and institutional context, and the
economic context. The study depended on case study method represented in
nine cases of families of cancer patients in South Egypt Cancer Institute. The
results showed the importance of the four societal contexts in treating cancer
and relieving the patient’s family. However, there were some imbalances in
these contexts that were reflected on the family of the patient and the patient
of cancer, which emerged in the weak cultural awareness of cancer disease in
some aspects, the most important of which were: (Lack of awareness of the
nature of cancer among the families of patients; many of the studied families
resorted to folk treatment methods for medication before going to official
medicine, which results in the lack of early detection of the diseas.(As for the
social context, the results of the study concluded with a set of positive points
in helping the situation in dealing with the disease, which emerged in (the
family’s acceptance of a cancer patient from its members, while trying to
adapt to the dealings that are needed by the nature of this disease). The
results also revealed the presence of several negative points in the social
context of dealing with the disease appeared in: (The reluctance of the patient
and his family from social participation, and the society's view of this disease
as a stigma). As for the role of the service and institutional context of civil
society and the Oncology Institute in combating cancer, the study concluded
that they need the process of strengthening and support as a result of the
disproportion of resources with the number of patient, and the lack of
awareness of civil society organizations about their role in the medical field.

Finally, it became clear that the disease has many economic
repercussions on the family. Thus, the study recommends the need for the
state to; pay attention to the service and institutional context of cancer
patients; and establish many cancer treatment hospitals in Upper Egypt;
conduct several awareness campaigns to change the societal view of cancer
patients, and to introduce the disease and the ways to prevent it.

Keywords: cancer, societal contexts, the consequences of tumors disease on
family. []
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