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The relationship of the Principality of Moldavia with the
papacy during the reign of Prince Latcu and its consequences

(1368 - 1374)
Abstract:

The Principality of Moldavia owes its establishment in the middle of
the fourteenth century to the efforts made by King Louis | of Hungary (1342-
1382) to extend his influence east of the Carpathians.In 1368, Prince Latcu
came to power in the Principality of Moldavia, and decided to convert to
Catholicism, which brought to him three advantages: First: protection from
Hungarian expansion over his emirate, Second: benefiting from the proximity
of the neighborhood with the Kingdom of Poland, Third and finally: ensuring
papal protection for him and his emirate newly emerging and independent
countries, to also guarantee freedom and autonomy in the event of an
intention to extend Polish power over the territory of Moldavia. In this
context, Prince Latcu contacted the papacy to strengthen it against the
Hungarian political domination of his principality, and at the beginning of the
year 1370, he sent an embassy carrying a letter from him to Pope Urban V
(1362-1370), informing him of his conversion to Catholicism, and asking him
to establish a Catholic Diocese in Its capital "Siret", and a Catholic bishop is
appointed over it. Indeed, the Pope took the necessary measures to establish
this episcopate, but he died, so his successor, Pope Gregory Xl (1370-
1378),commissioned Bishop Florian, Bishop of Krakow, to ordain the Polish
bishop “Andreas” as the first bishop of the Diocese of Siret (1371-1388).

Keywords: Principality of Moldavia, The Papacy, Prince Latcu, Catholicism,
Episcopal Siret, Kingdom of Hungary, Kingdom of Poland.
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